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Benin’s Soglo Opens Sixth Francophone Summit 


AB0312142195 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1840 GMT 2 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) After the short, official, and 
solemn opening ceremony for the deliberations of the 
Francophone summit of heads of state and government 
at the Palais des Sports of Cotonou, (?participants 
were allowed just a short period of rest) because this 
afternoon's program provided for a closed-door session 
as of 1500. [passage omitted] 


(?To the general public), the Francophone summit 
appeared to be a true conclave until this evening [words 
indistinct], We only know that among the heads of 
State who arrived in Cotonou for the summit two are 
no longer present. Djibouti President Aptidon Hassan 
Gouled was evacuated to France for medical reasons, 
and this wis followed shortly by the departure of 
Chadian President Idriss Deby who left in the afternoon. 
The Chadian leader’s departure, which surprised many 
people here, is said to have been prompted by domestic 
political problems. It is said that he is expected to 
personally chair a ceremony for the launching of an 
electoral census in his country. In view of all these 
departures, we can say that the deliberations will from 
now on continue in the presence of 15 leaders. 


This said, the summit itself began this morning. The 
event, which is a long-awaited one, mobilized a large 
number of top officials of the political, ee-nomic, and 
cultural sectors. Among them were 17 heads of state 
and many heads of government. Celestin Mara, you 
were present, what can you say about the number of 
participants? 


[Mara] The opening ceremony began after 1100, that 
is one hour later than scheduled due to the ups and 
downs of protocol and security. The ceremony took 
place inside the Palais des Sports renovated for the 
purpose with an official blood-colored rostrum, and a 
background marked by the Francophone logo. [passage 
omitted] 


Eight addresses were made on the occasion. The first 
was by President Nicephore Soglo who is hosting the 
sixth summit. It was followed by [words indistinct). 
President Soglo expressed the strong hope that the 
Cotonou summit will mark a decisive turn in the de- 
velopment of the Francophone movement. On behalf 
of Benin, he also expressed the hope that the Franco- 
phone movement will assert its political dimension at 
the Cotonou summit, an indispensable factor for greater 
(credibility) in the comity of nations. 
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[Begin Soglo recording] Our country hopes that the 
Francophone movement will become a political force 
to reflect, as is the case in the cultural sector, on the 
(word indistinct] of an important bloc of the people of 
the planet — one out of four countries in the world is 
French-speaking — to extend our scope of freedom, and 
to Manage our Common interests together. It should be- 
come a political force in permanent consultation and 
which, on the occasion of major international meet- 
ings, adopts common stands and gives its viewpoint on 
the major problems of our era; a force which, mainly 
through preventive diplomacy, appeases possible areas 
of tension among members of the world community 
or inside one of the francophone community's member 
states. This should be done in conjunction with (?ef- 
forts) of the competent international and regional orga- 
nizations. 


Benin expresses the hope that French will become an 
instrumeat for expressing the people's solidarity for the 
implementation of major and common development pro- 
grams. Benin wants French to be for our community, 
mostly comprising poor countries, a fundamental instru- 
ment of survival and development. It is, therefore, nor- 
mal that the documents adopted at the end the summit 
on vital issues concerning us should also be written in 
French. We have to strive to do this with strength and 
determination. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Chirac Reaffirms African Ties 


LD0312115695 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] History will no doubt recall 
that the Cotonou summit allowed President Chirac to 
reaffirm France’s ties with Africa — which it will 
continue to defend in international conferences and 
which will retain its privileged position. 


There will be no military disengagement, Mr Chirac 
said. For him this news is based on fantasy. And the 
Ministry tor Cooperation is oeing kept in its entirety, 
but it’s a new-look ministry. Here is Muriel Pomponne: 


[Begin correspondent Pomponne recording] President 
Chirac repeated at least twice in Cotonou that the 
Ministry of Cooperation will remain the Africans’ 
main partner, with its capibilities, availability, and 
independent means. That was how he ended a debate 
that had been troubling the Franco-African world for 
several months. 


There will therefore continue to be a Ministry of 
Cooperation, which will keep its prerogatives and will 
not come under the supervision of the Quay d’Orsay. 
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Diplomacy is one profession, Cooperation is another, 
Jacques Godfrain told us, and we will continue to 
be present in certain parts of the world. However, 
those who take part in aid for development: the Quay 
d'Orsay, the Treasury, and the Ministry of Coopera’ on, 
should now better coordinate their actions thanks to the 
setting up of an inter-ministerial Committee for aid for 
development, which will report to the prime minister, 
and which should soon come to be known by the 
barbarian name cf (?Siad). 


With this new set up, the French fund for development 
should be placed under the more direct control of 
the Ministry of Cooperation. Francophone Africa, a 
privileged partner, will still benefit from exclusive rights 
to the aid fund, and there is no question of extending the 
field to other countries, or risk that they be excluded. 


For the other ACP [African, Caribbean, and Pacific] 
countries, the Ministry of Cooperation will therefore ad- 
minister the French fund for development, and Jacques 
Godfrain also wants to involve private French compa- 
nies in the conquest of these markets. He even makes 
this one of his priorities. 


It was therefore a rather satisfied Jacques Godtrain who 
announced that Jacques Chirac will be in Africa in 1996. 
This is Muriel Pomponne in Cotonou for Radio France 
International. [end recording] 


Rwandan Premier Discusses Resolutions 


AB0312200095 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1830 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today is the second day of de- 
liberations at the francophone summit which opened in 
Cotonou yesterday, and which is scheduled to end in 
less than 48 hours. The heads of state and government 
continue their deliberations behind closed doors at the 
International Conference Hall in Cotonou. Resolutions 
have been submitted to the heads of state and govern- 
ment for adoption. Their task is not an easy one because 
some issues are very sensitive, especially the Rwandan 
issue. 


Kigali has expressed some reservation on one of the 
resolutions proposed that calls for the organization of 
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an international conference on the Great Lakes region 
under the auspices of the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity. This is an approach 
that was not approved by the Rwandan side. Rwandan 
Prime Minister Pierre-Celestin Rwigema, who we met 
this morning, explains the reasois behind Rwanda’s 
reluctance over the issue. 


[Begin recording] [Rwigema] We took part in the 
preparation of this resolution, but we cannot adopt just 
any resolution. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is there anything that you 
disagree with? 


{[Rwigema] Yes, some resolutions were not adopted 
yesterday, so we continued the discussions this morning. 


[Correspondent] What was the stumbling block? 


{[Rwigema] It was that of the organization of an inter- 
national conference under the auspices of the United 
Nations. We disagreed on that issue because we be- 
lieve that we are a sovereign state, so we should not 
be tutored by another nation. We are an independent 
State, and we can take our own initiatives. We made 
this known. We have participated in various interna- 
tional conferences including the last one that was held 
in Cairo, where various resolutions were adopted. What 
we would appreciate here is to receive assistance from 
the international community to enable us to implement 
the resolutions that have been adopted, to follow up the 
process, and to see how things will evolve. Should we 
need more assistance from the international community, 
we will then hold more discussions. 


[Correspondent] Don’t you think that by placing too 
much emphasis on the principles of national sover- 
eignty, you could counter the efforts that are being made 
to settle the Rwandan conflict? 


[Rwigema] No. There is no contradiction in our concept 
of sovereignty. (?Otherwise, what will the Rwandan is- 
sue be?) In order to be able to discuss with the interna- 
tional community, we should first hold discussions with 
the Rwandan people because we are a sovereign coun- 
try. [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-232 
4 December 1995 


Djibouti 
President Aptidon Sick, Evacuated From Summit 


AB0212152095 Paris AFP in French 
1253 GMT 2 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cotonou, 2 Dec (AFP) — 
Djibouti’s President Hassan Gouled Aptidon fell sick in 
Cotonou today shortly before the official inauguration 
of the sixth Francophone summit, according to an AFP 
correspondent. Aged 79, Mr. Hassan Gouled Aptidon 
was evacuated by ambulance from the sports complex 
where the summit’s inaugural session was scheduled to 
take place. 


The Djibouti president, who had arrived all smiles a 
few minutes earlier, came out of the |.all where the 
heads of state were waiting to enter the conference 
hall, with a handkerchief full of blood. Apparently, 
he was bleeding profusely from the nose, the AFP 
correspondent observed. His chief of protocol, who 
was helping him to walk, had his shoulder stained 
with blood, the AFP correspondent further noted. The 
Djibouti leader was then laid straight on the ground, and 
later driven away in a first-aid vehicle to an unknown 
destination. 


A first vehicle — a Peugeot 504 vehicle — was sent in 
by the Djibouti President’s entourage but he preferred 
to go in the ambulance. 


According to President Aptidon’s bodyguard, who was 
interviewed by the AFP correspondent, a lot of blood 
stains had to be cleaned from the hall where the world 
leaders were assembled. No further information could 
be gathered on Mr. Hassan Gouled Aptidon’s state of 
health. 


The Djibouti leader, who has been in power since his 
country’s independence in 1977, was reelected in May 
1993 for a fourth term of office during the country’s 
first-ever multiparty electicns. 


Flown to Paris Hospital 


AB0312161295 Paris AFP in French 
1404 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Djibouti, 3 Dec (AFP) — Dji- 
bouti’s President Hassan Gouled Aptidon today person- 
ally reassured the people of Djibouti about his state of 
health saying “that he is suffering from an insignificant 
illness.” In a short interview in the Somali language with 
Radio Djibouti at the Val-De-Grace Hospital in Paris, 
where he is currently admitted, the 79-year-old Djibouti 
leader said “he feels fine despite the alarming reports 
that have been circulating about his state of health.” He 
said: "I will remain in hospital for some time for medi- 
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cal checks and treatment upon the doctor’s advice.” The 
Djibouti leader concluded by saying: "May God help 
you and give me long life." 


The office of the president had earlier announced in 
a communique that President Hassan Gouled Aptidon’s 
state of health "gives no cause for alarm." The president 
"is only suffering from a lung infection; his doctors 
have not diagnosed a heart or brain hemorrhage,” the 
communique further stated. President Hassan Gouled 
Aptidon did not lose cuasciousness at any me .uent 
during his evacuation from Cotonou, the Beninese 
capital, to the Val-De-Grace French military hospital, 
the communique stated. 


(After visiting President Hassan Gouled this morning at 
the hospital, a Djibouti Embassy official in Paris told 
AFP that the president is doing "very well.” He did not, 
however, give any information about his illness). 


The Djibouti leader had an illness in Cotonou yesterday 
morning, shortly before the inauguration of the sixth 
Francophone summit. He was then flown to Paris on 
board French President Jacques Chirac’s “Falcon 900" 
aircraft. 


Kenya 


ADB Approves Economic Aid Package 


EA2911144595 Nairobi KNA in English 
0900 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dakar, 29 Nov (KNA-PANA) 
— The African Development Bank group has approved 
a total of 39 million U.S. dollars in balance of payments 
support and capacity building for the crisis-torn central 
African state of Rwanda. 


A release sent to PANA from the bank said the 
agreement for the assistance was signed by ADB vice 
president in charge of country operations Adewale 
Sangowawa, and Rwandan minister of finance Marc 
Rugenera at the bank’s headquarters in Abidjan, Cote 
d'Ivoire, recently. 


It said 38 million dollars would be used to help fill 
the country’s balance of payments deficit, while the 
remainder will help pay for administrative staff and the 
training of new managers. 


"The financial aid constitutes the first phase of the 
restructuring of the portfolio of ADB’s operations in 
that country,” the release said. 


It said the balance of payments support will enable the 
country to meet a substantial part of its commercial 
needs, and to restore strategic levels of fuel and medical 
supplies. 
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In August 1994, the bank approved an urgent humani- 
tarian aid package of 3.5 million dollars to help victims 
of ethnic killings that claimed at least 500,000 lives the 
same year. 


Somalia 


Fighting Intensifies Between Two Subclans 


AB0412171395 Paris AFP in English 
1535 GMT 4 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 4 Dec (AFP) — 
At least 10 more people have died and many others have 
been wounded in intensified fighting between Somalia’s 
Abgal and Murusadeh sub-clans that has cut off the 
road linking the capital Mogadishu and the southwestern 
town of Baidoa, reports reaching here said on Monday 
{4 December]. 


The new deaths brought to 26 the number of people 
who have died from the fighting since it erupted last 
week at Tihsile and surrounding villages, some 60 
kilometres (40 miles) west of here. Dozens of wounded 
people, who included villagers caught in crossfire, were 
evacuated for treatment at hospitals in north and south 
Mogadishu. 


As there was no let up in the fighting and no sign of 
negotiations, Murusadeh political organisation chairman 
Abdullahi Moalim Abdulle appealed to both sides to 
stop fighting immediately and come to the negotiating 
table to resolve their differences. 


Initially the fighting was said to have been prompted 
by the Murusadeh accusing the Abgals of executing 
10 of their clansmen, and the Abgals counter-accusing 
the Murusadeh of killing two of their clansmen in the 
process. But political analysts now believe that the in- 
tensified fighting between the two sub-clans was aimed 
at controlling the strategic road linking Mogadishu and 
Baidoa in an effort to force warlord General Mohamed 
Farah Aidid’s United Somali Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction to withdraw from Baidoa 
which it captured several months ago. 


Osman Hassan Ali "Ato", leader of a rival USC/ 
SNA faction, on Saturday accused General Aidid of 
Starting the fighting between the two rival sub-clans. The 
renewed fighting and the blocking of the road linking 
Mogadishu and Baidoa has cut off the supply of milk 
to the Somali capital, resulting in the hiking of milk 
prices. The fighting now also threatens Afgooye district, 
30 kilometres (19 miles) west of the Somali capital. 
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Tanzania 


President Mkapa Swears In New Government 


EA2911205595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 1600 GMT 29 Nov 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] President Benjamin Mkapa 
this afternoon swore in members of his cabinet who 
he appointed yesterday. Those sworn in at the colorfu! 
ceremony, held at the State House in Dar es Salaam, 
were 22 ministers and all 10 deputy ministers. The 
only member of the cabinet not sworn in today was 
the new minister for foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, Mr. Jakaya Kikwete. President Mkapa is 
expected to formally inaugurate the new multiparty 
parliament of the third phase of the United Republic 
of Tanzania tomorrow afternoon. 


Swears in New Foreign Minister 


EA3011122595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1000 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Benjamin Mkapa 
on 30 November swore in the minister for foreign affairs 
and international cooperation, Mr. Jakaya Kikwete, who 
was not sworn in yesterday. The ceremony was held 
at State House in Dar es Salaam and attended by the 
vice president, Dr. Omar *Ali Juma, the prime minister, 
Mr. Fredrick Sumaye and the president's secretary, Mr. 
(Martin Lumbanga). 


Mr. Kikwete was appointed on Tuesday as minister 
for foreign affairs and international cooperation but 
was not sworn in following the death of his sister in 
Bagamoyo, where he had gone to attend the burial. 
[passage omitted] 


President Mkapa Addresses Parliament 30 Nov 


EA0112221595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1300 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[Address by President Benjamin Mkapa at Karimjee 
Hall in Dar es Salaam on 30 November — live] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Honorable speaker, first of all 
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate you for 
being elected by the citizens of Ukerewe constituency 
to be their member of parliament for the coming five- 
year period. [applause] I also congratulate you for the 
confidence that your fellow MP’s have shown in you 
by electing you the speaker of parliament of the united 
Republic of Tanzania for the third phase. [passage 
omitted] 


This year’s election was different from the elections 
of past years because these election involved many 
political parties. It was expected to be a bigger contest 
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and in several constituencies this was true, but in 
most constituencies, CCM [Chama Cha Mapinduzi] 
candidates had a much easier victory than they would 
have had if both the candidates had come from one 
party, as was the case in the era of politics under the 
single-party system. [passage omitted] 


Honorable speaker, I want to congratulate very sincerely 
the MP’s who represent their constituencies on behalf 
of the opposition parties. I congratulate them very much 
because, first, the presider.' of the united Republic is the 
president of the entire country and president of all the 
citizens irrespective of their parties. 


Second, as is understood, and I will not tire of repeating 
this truth, the changes that follow the single-party 
political system and the entry into a multiparty system 
were begun, carried out and supervised by the CCM 
party and its government. Therefore, it would have 
been astonishing if the originators of the changes were 
opponents of the changes. [passage omitted] 


For these reasons, I congratulate the honorable MP’s 
from the opposition parties. I am sure that the honorable 
speaker will grant them equal freedom with the MP’s of 
the CCM party in participating in su'»mitting arguments 
in parliament. 


I am confident that the contribution of every MP from 
an opposition party, as is the case for every MP from the 
ruling party, will be aimed at building the country, be 
it through criticism, correction, opposition, or support. 
[passage omitted] 


Honorable speaker, this parliament will be different 
from the parliament of past years although in both 
phases [under former Presidents Nyerere and Mwinyi] 
which were single-party, differences of views and 
arguments were expressed. [passage omitted] In this 
phase there is an opposition, but it is my hope it will not 
imitate the democracies of Western countries where one 
side must oppose nearly all the proposals of the other 
side bec? .e that is purportedly its duty, because our 
country uvemonstrated that even under one party there 
can be differences of opinion and viewpoints among 
MP’s. 


There is no reason for an absence of understanding and 
similar arguments from both sides under the multiparty 
system because for both sides, the ruling party side and 
the opposition parties’ side, the interests of Tanzanians 
and of the Tanzania nation should be kept in the 
forefront and it is not possible, or even logical, that 
the two sides in parliament should always be in a fight. 
[passage omitted] 


When our nation decided to follow the policy of so- 
cialism and self-reliance there were those who favoured 
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socialism without self-reliance. There were also those 
who rejected both aspects of the policy. It is clear that 
in this environment aid in view of the level we reached, 
the question of self-reliance has a very unique impor- 
tance. 


I say very sincerely that we no longer have any choice 
in the question of self-reliance. Development is possible 
and will only be achieved in self-reliance. 


Only if we decide to auction our nation to whoever 
wants to buy it at the price he wants to pay will we have 
the option of not being self-reliant. But Tanzanians are 
not a people who want to auction their country so that 
they can rely on another country. [passage omitted] 


Defense and Security: honorable speaker, without de- 
fense and security, none of the government's plans and 
the citizens’ expectations can be achieved. Our coun- 
try has good reason and the right to be proud of all its 
forces — the people’s [defense] force, the police force, 
the prisons force, and the national service and its se- 
curity organs, which have always been the shield of 
defense of our nation and guarding of our peace. 


The government of the third phase will continue to en- 
sure that the forces are given all they need to discharge 
their duty properly. The philosophy of defending our 
nation will not change. Our nation needs a small army 
with a high level of discipline, which has been given 
adequate training and which has modern equipment to 
enable it to defend our country at any time under any 
every set of circumstances. 


Our nation also expects that all the citizens will take 
part in the defense of their country. Hence, groups 
of the people’s defense will be further consolidated. 
The government will strive for the [word indistinct] to 
ensure that problems of combatants and other soldiers 
are solved quickly and that a good environment in the 
Army is prepared so that members of the Army can 
perform their tasks calmly and with a very high degree 
of efficiency. 


Foreign affairs: honorable speaker, Tanzania's foreign 
policy, which was established by the leadership of the 
first phase and continued by the government of the 
second phase, will not change in the third phase. The 
principles of this policy are defence of our country and 
its borders, good neighbourliness, non-interference in 
the affairs of other countries, helping all those who are 
suppressed by the rule of others and giving refuge to all 
those who flee their countries because of fear for their 
lives. These principles will be consolidated in the third 
phase. 


Tanzania will not hesitate to speak where it has adequate 
evidence that human rights in countries with which it 
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has relations are being violated, people are being killed 
or who are being persecuted, contrary to the principles 
of humanity and human rights law. Tanzania, which 
today has great problems as a result of the violation of 
humaai rights in neighbouring countries, cannot remain 
silent while cruel killings are coinritted just because 
any utterance might be construed as interference in 
internal affairs. 


At present, Tanzania has more than one million 
refugees, most of them from Rwanda and Burundi. The 
effect of these refugees on our people and our country’s 
environment is very regretable. The costs to us are high 
and we cannot adequately emphasize to our neighbours 
and brothers from Rwanda and Burundi that they must 
try everything to bring to an end the problems that 
caused the civil war so that refugees in our country 
can return home. In giving refuge to refugees from 
these countries, we hope these countries will similarly 
not do anything to create enmity between us. Recently, 
Tanzania had to issue a strong warning that it would 
not tolerate attacks from Burundi on the pretext of 
pursuing Burundians who are inside Tanzania. 


On the question of Rwanda, Tanzania supports the 
Rwandan Government’s demand that all those who 
supervised and were invoived in the genocide be taken 
to court for the crime against humanity. Since the court 
hearing the cases will be in our country in Arusha, 
our government will give every assistance in carrying 
out this task, which we are confident will contribute to 
establishing a basis for national agreement. 


Honorable speaker, the government of the third phase 
will make every effort to revive the cooperation that ex- 
isted between Tanzania, Kenya, and Uganda under the 
East African Community. Work to revive this relation- 
ship has started and these efforts will be continued, par- 
ticularly by further building a spirit of mutual trust. The 
participation by the presidents of Kenya and Uganda, 
their excellencies Daniel arap Moi and Yoweri Musev- 
eni, in my swearing-in was a good sign for relations 
between us in future. | express my sincere thanks for 
this brotherly act and I assure them that I will pay atten- 
tion to good relations with them and their countries. I 
will learn a lot from them and will cooperate with them 
to seek ways of restoring the cooperation we had under 
the East African Community. 


Relations with countries to the south of Tanzania will 
be further consolidated. Relations watered by the blood 
of Tanzanians and the citizens of Mozambique, Zim- 
babwe, Anzola, Namibia, and South Africa will be con- 
solidated in all ways, including in the areas of trade, 
politics and culture. Relations with other countries in 
the SADC [Southern African Development Commu- 
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nity] group, Zambia, Malawi, Botswana, Swaziland, and 
Lesotho will be consolidated. Tanzania will continue to 
be a faithful member of the OAU and the UN. We are 
confident of A.frica’s great goals of perpetuating free- 
dom and bringing about unity of the whole continent. 
Tanzania, a living example of a country born from the 
merger of two independent countries, will continue to 
consolidate its union so that this example becomes a 
challenge to other countries. 


Honorable speaker, since the attainment of indepen- 
dence, Tanzania has aimed to be the friend of all coun- 
tries that would extend a hand of friendsnip, and it will 
continue to do so. Also, Tanzania has had a special 
relationship with Third World countries and has been 
cooperating with them in seeking to secure the rights 
of poor countries in international trade, where they are 
suppressed. This relationship will be consolidated, of 
being a major defender of the ititerests of the weak. 
The South Commission, which deals with many ques- 
lions concerning southern developing countries. is one 
of the important institutions which will be supported by 
the government [passage omitted]. 


I have appointed a government which I trust I can lead 
successfully and with great justice — a government 
that will perpetuate unity, peace, and tranquillity, a 
government that will lead Tanzanians in the efforts to 
extricate themselves from an inferior and dependent 
economy. I have great hope that by the year 2000, 
the first year of the 21st century, we will be able to 
see very clear signs that we have made good strides in 
development. These are the expectations of Tanzanians 
which we have resolved to fulfill. 


If these efforts and aims succeed, where will we be? I 
strongly believe we will be in a society that ensures all 
the citizens benefit from the changes and development 
of the economy, that defends and consolidates the 
rights of investors, workers and retired people. We 
will have consolidated a better rule and a rule of law, 
perpetuated a good tradition, perpetuated Tanzanian 
culture and enabled women and youths to particiapte 
in leadership and government and in development 
activities. Children will have the right to benefit from 
the country’s development. The nation’s self-reliance 
and democracy will be enhanced. Honorable speaker, 
nothing is impossible if the people intend to do it. 
All the tests I mentioned, the test of increasing the 
government's revenues and controlling expenditure, the 
lest of preventing inflation by increasing the production 
of food and other goods, the test of competition in a 
changed world, the test of continuing political change 
in a state of peace and tranquillity. All these are tests 
which we can overcome. 
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What we need, as a nation, is to stand firm and a good country to be proud of. Honorable speaker and 
resolve like those who go into combat, that we have _—ihonorable MP’s, | thank you for listening to me. 

ar obligation for the whole of Africa, that we have an 
obligation for the coming generations so they can say 
they restored the honor of Africa and they left for us 


God bless Africa, God bless Tanzania. [applause] 
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Importance of U.S. Bilateral Commission Viewed 


MBO0112175595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
1 Dec 95 p17 


[Article by Anita Allen] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The visit of U.S. Vice- 
President Al Gore and his delegation to South Africa 
[SA] next week should not be underestimated. 


The main purpose is the second meeting of the U.S// 
SA Binational Commission (BNC) which is co-chaired 
by Gore and Deputy President Thabo Mbeki — both 
reporting directly to their respective presidents. 


It was announced in October 1994 during President 
Nelson Mandela’s visit to the U.S., in what the Clinton 
administration heralded as a new era of partnership 
between the two countries following South Africa’s 
transition to democracy. 


The formal BNC agreement setting out the terms was 
signed by Mbeki and Gore on March 1 this year “to 
facilitate bilateral co-operation or key issues of mutual 
concern". According to the agreement the commission 
meets twice a year alternating in the U.S. and South 
Africa to review progress and set the agenda for future 
initiatives. Six areas of co-operation have been defined 
and are handled by separate subcommittees chaired at 
‘Sterial level. The business development committee, 
‘ample, was launched in September under co- 
chao anship of Minister of Trade and Industry Trevor 
Mai. ..! and U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown. 


Within a month, U.S. companies had concluded deals 
worth $5-billion (about R18-billion [rands]) with SA, 
according to Millard Arnold, minister counselor of 
commercial affairs for southern Africa, in an interview 
with John Spira of Business Report. “This demonstrates 
just how seriously we regard the development process 
in your country,” he said. 


The bulk of this was the Boeing deal with SAA [South 
African Airways], the $440-million (about R1,584- 
million) Coca-Cola SA Bottling agreement and the $1 
billion (about R3.6-billion) Enron agreement for a SA/ 
Mozambique gas pipeline. 


Currently the U.S. is our biggest trading partner. The 
U.S. Commerce Department has declared South Africa 
one of the world’s 10 Big Emerging Markets. 


The conservation, environment and sustainable devel- 
opment committee was launched in July when Environ- 
ment Minister Dawie de Villiers and his deputy Bantu 
Holomisa visited Washington and met with Interior Sec- 
retary Bruce Babbitt to make preparations for the first 
plenary session to be held in Pretoria next week. 
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A meeting of the energy development committee was 
held during U.S. Secretary Hazel O’Leary’s visit to 
South Africa in August, when she was accompanied 
by a large delegation of top government officials and 
businessmen. 


Other sub-com nittees are the human resources develop- 
ment and education committee, science and technology 
committee and agricultural committee. They have all 
met and have each set up their own working groups. 


Each committee will be meeting during the current U.S. 
delegation’s visit in preparation for the Tuesday [5 De- 
cember] plenary of the BNC. Also, various agreements 
defining the terms of reference of the sub-committees 
will be signed. 


The conservation, environment and sustainable devel- 
opment committee agreement will be signed by Babbitt 
and Water Affairs Minister Kader Asmal, in the absence 
of De Villiers, who is on a three-nation tour attend- 
ing international conferences, including chairing the 7th 
meeting of Montreal Protocol signatories in Vienna. 


Gore arrives on Monday and will only be in South 
Africa for about 36 hours to attend Tuesday’s commis- 
sion plenary sessions, where he ind Mbeki will get re- 
ports from sub-committee chairmen. 


As one of only three such partnerships, the U.S/SA 
BNC puts SA on a par with Russia and Egypt as 
an imporiant U.S. relationship. Seen in context, the 
BNC is a U.S. endorsement of South Africa's regional 
leadership role. [passage omitted] 


The potential of BNC is enormous and goes far beyond 
purely economic and business interests. 


It can be used to settle problems before they become 
crises and it will keep South Africa in the American 
consciousness. 


Most importantly, the BNC opens up a continuous 
channel of communication. 


Mandela on Attitude to Nigerian Developments 


LDO112142895 London BBC World Service 
in English 2000 GMT 25 Nov 95 


(Interview with President Nelson Mandela by uniden- 
tified correspondent; place and date not given — 
recorded; transcribed in progress] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} (Correspondent) ...interference 
in Nigeria’s internal affairs. 


(Mandela) I should emphasize that South Africans 
are noi against the people of Nigeria. What we are 
proposing are short and sharp measures, which will 
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produce the result Nigerians and the world desire. 
We are dealing with an illegitimate, barbaric, arrogant 
military dictatorship, which has murdered activists, 
using a kangaroo court and false evidence. That is what 
we are against. Our hurt and perhaps impatience at the 
developments in Nigeria reflects the feeling of empathy 
towards Nigeria. That a nation that we look up to should 
be subjected to tyranny and undermine Africa’s revival 
and the status of the continent in the eyes of the world. 
That is what we are against. 


[Correspondent] In your heart do you really 
they would carry this campaign forward, in the way yur 
want it? 


[Mandela] I am not pessimistic, I don’t think it is enough 
when you have made one try and you got a negative 
response to throw up your arms and to give up. I am 
going to continue to talk to Prime Minister Major, to 
Mr. Clinton, to Mr. Jiang, the president of the People’s 
Republic of China, and other leaders. 1 am determined 
to do so, because I believe that very firm action should 
be taken against Nigeria. Shell in South Africa led a 
deputation to come and see me. I told them that I expect 
them to suspend the project which they have launched 
costing $14 billion in Nigeria, to suspend it, as a mark 
of protest, and when they hesitated to do so, I warned 
them that we are going to take action against them in 
this country because we cannot allow people to think 
in terms of their gains when the very lives of human 
beings are involved. 


I find it... [pauses] 1 have great reservations about 
the lack of an effective and vigorous movement of 
resistance against Abacha inside Nigeria. In our case 
we recognize the importance of some of the leaders 
of the liberation movement going abroad to mobilize 
international opinion behind the liberation movement. 
Our people inside the country, they went underground 
to mobilize, because our organization was banned. Our 
people were arrested, detained without trial, some were 
tortured and killed, some were thrown in jail to serve 
life, others were shot down, massacred, but we did not 
flinch. We did not give in, because international opinion 
would have not been mobilized if there is no vigorous 
and effective resistance movement inside the country. 
That is what is absent in Nigeria, and Nigerian leaders 
that are blaming South Africa and the president, are 
merely diverting attention from the own weakness, from 
their failure to do what all democrats do, to ensure that 
there are prominent leaders inside the country who are 
prepared to face the music and challenge Abacha. 
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Nation Said ‘Attractive’ to Drug Traffickers 


MB2811163295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1530 GMT 28 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Novy 28 
SAPA — South Africa was almost a laboratory example 
of what was attractive to drug tr°ffickers, United Na- 
tions International Drug Control! Programme [UNDCP] 
Executive Director Giorgio Giacomelli said on Tuesday 
[28 November]. 


At a UNDCP media briefing in Johannesburg, he said 
the country was conveniently located betweeri the main 
drug producing areas of Southeast Asia and South 
America. Traffickers establishing alliances in South 
Africa saw it as a rich country with long bovders 
which were not easily controlled. “For them it has a 
terrific infrastructure of airports and harbours and is 
attracting investment from all over the world. All these 
concoctions epitomise a highly attractive market for the 
influx of drugs." 


The UNDCP was formed in 1960 [date as received] 
after the Vienna conference of 1987 which merged 
three UN entities: the International Narcotics Board, 
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the UN Fund 
for Drug Abuse control. The programme coordinates 
drug abuse control efforts at national level, within the 
framework of a global programme of action (GPA). The 
GPA requires UN member nations to bring their own 
national legislation, policy framework and programmes 
into accord with the goals and objectives of the GPA. 


Giacomelii and UNDCP Regional Director Rohinton 
Sethna arrived in South Africa last week and met 
various members of the government, including Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki and lustice Minister Du!lah 
Omar. Discussions involved the rising use of South 
Africa’s infrastructure — ports, airports and [word 
indistinct] system -— by drug traffickers for selling in 
the country and tv other countries, and the major abuse 
problems developing in the country. 


"South Africa was taken by surprise (by the drug 
problem)," Giacomelli said. "It had been isolated for a 
long time ... and now it is adjusting to the problem.” He 
said several hundred international drug syndicates had 
established footbolds in South Africa. "These include 
syndicates active in Nigeria, Latin America (Colombia, 
Mexico and Brazil) and, with the arrival of heroin, 
syndicates which operate in Southeast Asia. From India 
came syndicates dealing with mandrax.” Giacomelli said 
other syndicates operating in South Africa were the 
Italian Mafia, the Russian mafia, the triads of China and 
Hong Kong and South American cartels. 
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Sethna said South Africa had launched a pilot cross- 
border drug control operation with Zambia, Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda. South Africa would use its 
facilities for the breeding and training of drug sniffer 
dogs to train handlers from these countries to set up 
similar operations, he said. South Africa would also 
supply the project with dogs bred at its own facilities. 


Russian Aircraft Manufacturer Opens Office 


MBO112175495 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
(BUSINESS MAIL Supplement) in English 1-7 Dec 95 
p Bl 


[Report by Karen Harverson] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Russia’s oldest aircraft manu- 
facturer, the Moscow Aircraft Production Organisation 
— Mikoyan and Gurevich (Mapo-MiG), has opened an 
office in South Africa. 


Director Peter Malan says the office’s main function 
will be to provide technical support, training and re- 
placement parts for Southern African countries which 
operate MiG-21 and 23 aircraft. 


He estimates the potential replacement market in South- 
ern Africa at millions of U.S. dollars a year, with most 
of the requirements in terms of training, repairs and 
parts being supplied from South Africa. 


"Initially, the components and parts are being imported 
but we are negotiating to subcontract Atlas Aviation and 
other suppliers to manufacture these parts locally,” says 
Malan. 


As required, Denel subsidiary Atlas Aviation has the 
plant in place to manufacture the MiG aircraft and the 
technology will be supplied by Mapo-MiG of Russia. 


The Russian aircraft company only has offices in three 
other countries besides South Africa, namely Malaysia, 
India and Germany — all of which operate MiG aircraft 
or border a country that does. The opening of an office 
last month in South Africa may have wider implications 
than supplying other sub-Saharan countries. 


The South African Air Force (SAAF) is looking to 
replace its aging Impala trainer jets by the end of the 
century and aircraft manufacturers worldwide will bid 
for the multi-million-rand contract which is believed 
to be likely to take the form of a counter trade-type 
contract as opposed to a cash purchase. 


A spokesperson for the SAAF says the process to obtain 
authorisation for the replacement of the Impala has 
already started. "Once approval has been granted, a 
comprehensive evaluation programme will be launched 
to guide the SAAF in the decision on a final choice." 
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The proposed White Paper on Defence as well as the 
Defence Review, which are expected this year, will play 
an important role in the decision-making process. A 
project study to determine the cost of the replacement 
programme wi!! only be undertaken once the White 
Paper on Defence and Defence Review have been 
approved b/) the government. 


"Should the SAAF consider the MiG aircraft, then a 
major portion of the contract would be manufactured in 
South Africa," says Malan, adding that South African 
avionics would also be used. 


He believes the MiG-AT training jet is far more 
advanced than its counterparts such as Britain’s Hawk 
trainer jet — recently advertised in the local press. 


"Although the avionics used in the Hawk and Impala 
training jets are top-of-the range, the design and frame- 
work is 20 years old, unlike the MiG-AT which will 
take the user into the year 2020." 


Ex-Defense Minister Formally Charged With 
Murder 


MB0112093195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0911 GMT I Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Dec 1 SAPA — 
Former Defence Minister Magnus Malan and 19 co- 
accused were on Friday [1 December] morning formally 
charged with 13 counts of murder, four of attempted 
murder, and one of attempted murder and conspiracy to 
commit murder. 


According to the indictment, served in the Durban 
regional court, the charges arise from the massacre of 
13 people — including women and five children under 
the age of ten — in KwaMakutha township south of 
Durban on January 21, 1987. 


The other accused appearing with Malan were two 
former defence chiefs, Gens Jannie Geldenhuys and 
Kat Liebenberg, former chief of staff intelligence, 
Vice Admiral Dries Putter, former deputy intelligence 
chief of staff, Maj-Gen Neels van Tonder, Maj-Gen 
Tienie Groenewald, former chief director of military 
intelligence, Brig Cor van Niekerk, former director of 
Special Task Force Two, Cmdt Jan van der Merwe, 
former security officer in military intelligence, Col 
Dan Griesel, former operative of military intelligence, 
Lt-Col Johannes Victor, and former Natal Command 
intelligence officer, Maj Jakes Jacobs. 


Former military intelligence officer Brig Joiin More, 
former security police member Col Louis Botha, Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] Deputy Secretary-General Zakhele 
Khumalo and four former KwaZulu policemen who 
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were arrested earlier in the year, will also appear, as well 
as ano’her two co-accused, Hloni Andreas Mbuyazi and 
Alex Vulindlela Biyela who were arrested on November 
15. 


The KwaMakutha attack was allegedly carried out by 
a paramilitary force comprising Inkatha members and 
formed under the auspices of senior officers of the then 
South African Defence Force [SADF]. 


About 200 IFP supporters were allegedly trained by the 
SADF at a military base in the Caprivi Strip on the 
northern border of Namibia, then South West Africa. 


According to the indictment, Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi approached the SADF for assistance in Octo- 
ber 1985 when he felt his life and those of his supporters 
were under threat from the then banned African National 
Congress and the United Democratic Front [UDF]. 


An “extraordinary” meeting of the State Security Coun- 
cil in Cape Town was subsequently convened where a 
mandate was given to assist Buthelezi in the creation of 
a security force for the former KwaZulu homeland. 


Several meetings followed between Buthelezi, Zakhela 
Khumalo of the Inkatha Freedom Party, who is accused 
number seven, and high-ranking SADF officers, includ- 
ing some of the accused, resulting in the formation of 
a task group to oversee the process and comply with a 
request from Malan to detail plans of proposed aid to 
Buthelezi. 


This resulted in the compilation of the top secret 
"Liebenberg Report". 


The “assistance” project, code-named "Operation Mar- 
ion", was then placed under the control of the Direc- 
torate of Special Tasks headed by accused number 16, 
former Vice-Admiral Dries Putter. 


At this point Operation Marion got underway with the 
recruitment of 200 IFP supporters who were taken to 
the Nhlungwane Camp in the western Caprivi "under 
the pretex: that they could join the KwaZulu Police if 
they met with certain requirements", according to the 
indictment. 


After undergoing intensive training in offensive and de- 
fensive tactics, contra-mobilisation and VIP protection, 
the recruits returned to Natal. 


As training drew to a close instructors Andre Cloete and 
J P Opperman were apparently charged with running 
Operations in Natal. Both men subsequently turned state 
witness. 


"Some time after their return to Natal accused number 
seven (Khumalo) contacted Opperman and informed 
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him that the trainees were getting restless and that they 
wanted to practise their training,” the indictment says. 


Permission for the men to plan operations, targeting 
“persons whose death would have a positive impact on 
the Inkatha Freedom Party", was allegedly granted by 
accused number 12. former military intelligence officer 
Brig John More. 


UDF activist Victor Ntuli, of house number 1886, 
KwaMakutha was chosen from a list of potential targets. 


Cloete and Opperman obtained AK47 rifles, magazines 
and ammunition which were distributed among mem- 
bers of the IFP group allegedly selected by Khumalo. 


On January 21 the group travelled to KwaMakutha in 
a white minibus and allegedly attacked the Ntuli home, 
killing 13 people. 


After the attack the weapons were returned to one of 
the accused. 


Opperman and Cloete later informed more the operation 
was a success, but it later emerged that Ntuli was away 
at the time of the attack. 


According to the 32-page indictment, the KwaMakutha 
case was disposed of in an inquest, but was re-opened 
earlier this year on the basis of information given to 
the investigation task unit formed to investigate alleged 
hitsquad activities in KwaZulu/Natal. 


KwaZulu/Natal Attorney-General Tim McNally says in 
the indictment it is clear that not all of the accused were 
present at the scene of the massacre. 


However, "it is alleged that such crimes fall four-square 
within the scope and mandate of Operation Marion 
which those accused (not present at the scene of the 
crime) facilitated by planning, training, ac ‘\orising, 
provisioning of weaponry and transport, funding or 
avoidance of detection”. 


ANC ‘Shocked’ by Details 
MBO112205195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1940 GMT I Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Dec 1 
SAPA — The African National Congress on Friday 
[1 December] said is shocked by details provided by 


_ the KwaZulu-Natal attorney-general in the indictment 


against Gen Magnus Malan and his co-accused. 


Former Defence Minister Malan and 19 others appeared 
in the Durban Regional Court on Friday in connection 
with the 1987 KwaMakutha massacre of 13 people. 


"The allegations against the accused are overwhelming 
in both their volume and their implications," the ANC 
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said in a statement. The ANC suggested the indictment 
made it "clear" that the KwaMakhutha massacre was 
not an isolated incident “but part of a broad offensive 
against communities in KwaZulu-Natal conducted by 
the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], with the support of 
the former SADF [South African Defense Force] and 
the National Party [NP] government". 


NP leader F W de Klerk, other members of the then 
Security Council and members of the NP cabinet of 
the time needed to reveal to the public what they knew 
of these processes. "The indictment against Malan and 
others is also a weighty indictment against (IFP leader 
ad Home Affairs Minister Mangosuthu) Buthelezi, the 
IFP, the National Party and many of its current leaders," 
the ANC said. "Given the severity of these allegations, 
the ANC questions the political signal which the hero’s 
welcome given to Malan at the NP Gauteng congress 
sent to the people of South Africa and the victims of 
political violence." 


The statement said the ANC recognised that this ws 
merely the indictment and that the case had yet to 
tried.."We respect the legitimacy and the sanctity of 
the judicial process, as well as the doctrine of innocent 
until proven guilty. The due process of law must now 
take its course." 


SACP Leader: Party Maintaining ‘Open Agenda’ 


MB3011062195 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 26 Nov 95 p 4 


[Report on interview with South African Communist 
Party political bureau member Jeremy Cronin by Darryl 
Accone in Johannesburg "this week" ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In another age, the images 
of Chris Hani, Fidel Castro and Nelson Mandela that 
peer over Jeremy Cronin’s shoulders meant trouble for 
their possessor. And propagating their ideals meant 
prison, where Cronin spent seven years from 1976. 
[passage omitted] 


Also evident is his wit, as when he reflects on the 
prospects of producing more poetry. "I don’t have the 
time, unless I get put back into prison — and I sincerely 
hope I do not, though I don’t rule out that possibility," 
he says, smiling. 


His literary favourites are the "usual suspects" — includ- 
ing Brecht, Gramsci [names indistinct] — and Turkish 
prison poet, Nazeem Hikmet. But, absorbed as he is by 
politics, much of his time is spent devouring political 
books. And also, of course, in formulating policy and 
Strategy for the SA [South Africa} Communist Party 
[SACP], serving on the national executive committee 
of the ANC and being the SACP’s answer to Anglo’s 
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Bobby Godsell. I suspect neither man will be flattered 
by the comparison, but in the demonised South African 
political arena they would seem to represent for the pub- 
lic the more acceptable faces of communism and capi- 
talism. 


First up is the comeback communism staged in Poland 
this week, a renaissance that significant parts of eastern 
Europe and ine former Soviet republics are experienc- 
ing. Cronin says the presidential election in Poland is 
not cause for excessive excitement or a perverse result. 
"It’s predictable and the SACP has been saying this for 
some time. The period 1989 to 1991, with the fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the popular rejection of regimes 
described as socialist, was a very important historical 
moment. It needed to be taken very seriously as a com- 
munist. Lessons needed to be drawn. But there were 
grand illusions in the overthrow of regimes deemed to 
be rejected. A Russian friend of mine put it like this: 
people thought they were boarding a plane to Stock- 
holm; instead it was going to Burkino Faso. 


"Yeltsin's Russia is fatuous Reaganism. It’s not more 
democratic. I’m not gloating over history, but look at the 
former Yugoslavia and Soviet Union. Their hungry new 
elites are like the barbarians «i the gates of Rome. The 
real gains of socialism have been dismantied, universal, 
free education, pretty full employment and health care. 
Those were social gains in the midst of authoritarian 
regimes lacking in democracy. Now a narrow, Mafia- 
like elite is enriched. 


"The cold war was won by imperialist forces, but there’s 
no peaceful, just, morally inspiring world order." 


That last sentence sounds like an old style ideologue, but 
that is not Cronin. He is pragmatic, prepared to admit 
mistakes and evolve in his communism. 


"’m not romantically short-sighted about the Polish 
election result. It was the vote of the older generation, 
of whom there are even more in Russia than Poland. It 
also reflects a deep nostalgia for a secure past. Large 
numbers of young people don’t want to return to the 
past. They are right. God forbid we should return to 
Brezhnev. At the same time, the so-called free market 
has not delivered benefits to the majority of people in 
those societies. They are headed for the Third World. 
The election results are a rejection of that direction." 


Cronin is quick to point out the problems of the system 
he espouses. "In socialism you have cheap housing, free 
education and health care; add authoritarianism and you 
have a recipe for stagnation. There is a deserved crisis 
in communism. 


“We have to mobilise people to advance a different kind 
of vision. The SACP will work within and with the 
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ANC. It’s not a conspiracy. We have an open agenda 
that includes socialism. J like to think of the RDP as a 
socialist friendly programme. Take Masakhane, which 
mean’ ‘let us build together’. That’s somehow been 
converted into ‘people must pay’. The SACP would 
like to return Masakhane and the RDP to its original 
meaning. The RDP will stand or fall on its ability to 
address social needs." 


His greatest hope, however, has already been partially 
realised. “Whatever South Africa’s huge problems,” he 
says, "we do not have the overlapping, interweaving 
ethnic corridors of Bosnia. We have a common national 
settlement because of the confidence and generosity 
of the African majority post-April 1994 has seen a 
consolidation of a common sense of South African 
nationalism — something not to be under-valued in a 
country that could have been Bosnia. In that context, 
we have to work towards a deepening and defence of 
what we have." 


And there is a robust civil society to keep the govern- 
ment on its toes. "The best ally, if you’re serious about 
democracy, is a sassy, kick-butt civil society," he notes, 
almost with relish. "We have trade unions, alternative 
media, women’s and students’ groups. It’s a complex, 
cheeky civil society that’s a great asset." 


President Mandela is another. "I haven’t always agreed 
with him," Cronin concedes. "I have the scars on my 
back to prove it. But he is not a media-manufactured 
reality. He has immense dignity and humanity." 


The inevitable question must be asked: what happens 
when Mandela goes? "It’s an inevitable reality. But the 
ANC-led alliance has evolved collective leadership ... 
the ANC is not just one person. Mandela consults with 
the NEC [National Executive Committee], which has 
overruled him. Though, personalities do matter. Marx 
did not always understand that." [passage omitted] 


IFP Strongly Denies Possible Party Split 


MB3011062095 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in Afrikaans 2000 GMT 29 Nov 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] strongly denies there is any possibility of a split 
in its ranks. This follows accusations by party leader 
Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi that Local Government MEC 
[member of the Executive Council] Peter Miller had 
drafted his own constitutional proposals. IFP MP Walter 
Felgate says the entire incident is based on a misunder- 
standing. An official in Miller’s office apparently took 
it upon himself to work on the draft provincial consti- 
tution on Miller’s computer. Felgate says an agreement 
is near. 
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[Begin Felgate recording in English] Constitutional 
success in this province — we are bound to move 
toward a success in international mediation, and from 
international mediation we are bound to proceed to 
Constitutional Assembly finalization of a South African 
draft. That’s the course we are on and that course is 
determined by the events of the last eight weeks. That 
course wasn’t in sight eight weeks ago. It’s now almost 
in hand, so the accusations that the hardline has so- 
called come in to destrcy the good work of the poor 
innocent provincials is a myth. [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 1 Dec 
MBO0112131995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
SOWETAN 


Compromises on Selection of Truth Commissioners — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on | December 
in a page-18 editorial says the appointment of the 
Truth and Reconciliation commissioners "marked an 
important step on the path to national reconciliation." 
There are people on the committee who "have personal 
experiences of the brutality of the apartheid system," 
but there are also people “whose role will only be to 
minimise the extent of the truth to be known by South 
Africans. This is the result of the political compromises 
that have to be borne in mind by those who will criticise 
the composition of the commission." Many "challenges" 
lie ahead for the truth commission, such as "what to 
do with the information, who should testify behind 
closed doors and why. Is the body going to be a mere 
confessional?" 


BUSINESS DAY 


Composition of Truth Commission — A page-16 edi- 
torial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
1 December comments on the final composition of the 
truth commission, noting that it is “the fruit of an ob- 
session with the principle of representativeness, which 
the truth commission did not require. BUSINESS DAY 
Criticizes President Mandela’s choice of churchman K. 
M. Mgojo "to give KwaZulu/Natal a voice." "To draw in 
Inkatha, which sees the commission as an IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party}-bashing exercise, he should have sought 
out someone acceptable to that party." The paper warns 
that if the commission "follows the lead of Justice Min- 
ister Dullah Omar, who insists that apartheid crimes are 
more blameworthy than those of the liberation move- 
ment, it will be a disaster." "The distasteful reality is 
that the committee will have the job of letting assas- 
sins and torturers off the hook, as long as their crimes 
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were politically inspired and proportional to the politi- 
cal aim." 


NEW NATION 


Death Penalty Not Deterrent to Crime — "Any sug- 
gestion that the death penalty offers an effective de- 
terrent to crime must be firmly and unambiguously re- 
jected," according to a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English on 1 December. In South 
Africa, "nothing during the period between 1990 and 
early this year suggests that the death penalty deterred 
violent crime." NEW NATION believes politicians "are 
increasingly exploiting the crime issue to appeal to pop- 
ular emotions and make political gains." But, "political 
point-scoring aside, there are also questions about how 
important public opinion is in determining whether the 
death penalty should be retained or not." A referendum 
"must surely be based on the assumption that public 
opinion has been formulated on the basis of an adequate 
appreciation of the issues at stake — such as whether 
judicial executions do in fact deter violent crime." 


FINANCIAL MAIL 


Mandela ‘Moral Trumpeter’ on Nigeria — South 
Africa’s "quiet diplomacy has palpably failed in Nige- 
ria," declares the page-23 editorial in Johannesburg 
FINANCIAL MAIL in English on 24 November. "But 
in their anger at the ‘betrayal’ of Nigerian military ruler 
Sani Abacha, SA policy makers, from Nelson Mandela 
downward, should be careful not to overreact." Those 
who call for sanctions "should remember that they sel- 
dom work as intended." They may "hurt the poor rather 
than humble the mighty, as, arguably, was the case 
in SA." Furthermore, "concerted indignation by SA’s 
new political establishment strikes a discordant note, 
not because the Abacha regime has any commending 
features but because SA seems happy to hold hands, 
diplomatically speaking, with a host of morally dubious 
governments." FINANCIAL MAIL says Mandela’s 
condemnation of Nigeria coincides with his renewed 
call for full diplomatic ties with Beijing, where soldiers 
"massacred pro-democracy students at the time that 
democrats succeeded in claiming their rights against 
communist governments in eastern Europe and the 
former USSR," and also coincides with his silence on 
"Indonesian oppression in East Timor." President Man- 
dela is advised ‘0 be the peacemaker in Nigeria through 


"steady, ng, behind-the-scenes pressure on 
Nigeria to ‘emocracy. !t is a more challenging 
role than moral trumpeter." 
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South African Press Review for 3 Dec 
MB0312174395 


{FBIS Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


More Efficient Police Work Urged — "The indictment 
sheet charging General Magnus Malan and 19 co- 
accused with murder and conspiracy to murder is, on the 
face of it, a meticulously drafted document which was 
Clearly the result of many months of work." So begins 
an editorial on page 22 of the 3 December edition of 
the Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English. Noting 
that this work was handled by “some of the best and 
most trustworthy police officers and state lawyers in the 
country" the paper invites readers to “compare this focus 
and efficiency with the way so many less high-profile 
criminal inquiries are executed." The paper cites police 
Statistics showing, among other things, that only three 
out of 10 robberies are solved, and that "a murderer...has 
a 40 percent chance of escaping punishment. It also 
charges that "prosecutors, whose average experience is 
six months, battle to present poorly prepared cases that 
are all too often thrown out of court." "It is crucial,” the 
paper concludes, "for the government to stop talking 
about crime and to show that it is determined to control 
it. A first step would be the freeing of the thousands 
of desk-bound policemen to get back on the beat. A 
second would be the creation of a number of elite and 
well-paid police units to focus on particular aspects of 
crime — plans for an anti-hijack unit could be a model. 
And third would be a crash course in how to build a 
coherent charge sheet." 


Pik Botha’s Mossgas Proposal Supported — A second 
editorial on the same page of the 3 December SUNDAY 
TIMES begins: "Pik Botha, the Minister of Mineral 
and Energy Affairs, will on Wednesday propose that 
the government pump another R443-million [rands] 
down the rat hole known as Mossgas (Mossel Bay Gas 
Project]. By spending this money, he will argue, the 
government will extend the life span of Mossgas by 
an extra 20 months to December 1998 and earn the 
state a net income of R860-million. The extra months, 
Mr Botha will further argue, will give the government 
time to ‘make a considered decision on privatising the 
plant.’" The paper goes on to say that, though it had 
initially rejected such a proposal, it was now willing 
to admit that the extra money should be spend. "The 
proviso is that Mr Botha and the government give a firm 
commitment that they will sell Mossgas to the highest 
bidder within the next year and get the state out of this 
mess forever." 
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RAPPORT 


Call for Equal Treatment of Political Crimes — "When 
atrocities of the past are revealed in court, such as 
the KwaMakutha massacre, they should be measured 
with the same yardstick," says a page-14 editorial in 
Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 3 December. 
"No one has so far appeared in court for incidents such 
as the Church Street car bomb in 1983, and no one 
has been granted amnesty for them. Victims of these 
atrocities still do not know who gave the orders....What 
makes matters worse is that police investigations into 
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about 1,200 incidents involving ANC violence were 
suspended in 1992 at the request of none other than Mr. 
Nelson Mandela....This contrasts sharply with what is 
currently happening to General Magnus Malan and his 
colleagues. Police investigations into the KwaMakutha 
incidents have not been suspended, as were cases 
involving the ANC." "This not only points to an unfair 
handling of similar crimes and a strong undertone of 
retribution, but it is in conflict with the constitution as 
well, which guarantees equality before the law." 
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Liberia 


NPFL’s Taylor ‘Not Impressed’ by Donor Pledges 
Ab0112122595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT I Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] State Councilman Charles Tay- 
lor has assured the UN secretary general, Dr. Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali, that the Liberia peace process has reached 
a Stage of irreversible momentum. Councilman Tayior 
made the remarks at the Executive Mansion when Dr. 
Butrus-Ghali, accompanied by high-level officials of the 
peacekeeping community, held an hour-long discussion 
with the State Council on the progress of the Liberia 
peace plan. Issues discussed at the meeting included 
the relationship of UNOMIL [UN Observer Mission in 
Liberia] and ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] vis-a-vis 
the LNTG [Liberia National Transitional Government], 
the contributions of donor countries and agencies to 
Liberia, and support for disarmament and demobiliza- 
tion of combatants. 


Speaking further, Councilman Taylor noted that he is 
not impressed by the response of the international com- 
munity at the recent donors conference on Liberia. He 
also sounded a note of caution that the United States and 
Britain might be creating a problem within the ranks of 
ECOMOG by picking and choosing which contingent 
they should support. Councilman Charles Taylor also 
called for greater cooperation from UNOMIL and ECO- 
MOG in consulting the State Council on their overall 
plans for Liberia. He said the LNTG does not intend to 
be a mere spectator. 


Responding, the UN secretary general, Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali, said he understands the problems in Liberia, but 
stressed that disarmament is the key issue. He informed 
the Council of State that the UN is only a broker and 
cannot guarantee the generosity of donor countries or 
agencies. He, however, promised to pursue the Liberian 
issue at the General Assembly and the Security Council 
of the United Nations. 


Disarmament Committee Head on Operational 
Delays 

ABO112211795 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 1 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program") 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] For some days, a vital 
United Nations convoy bound for Liberia’s remote 
Lofa County, carrying relief aid has been held up 
by renewed tension and skirmishes between Alhaji 
Koromah’s ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia] and Charles Taylor’s NPFL 
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{National Patriotic Front of Liberia]. They have been 
at daggers-drawn around the Saint Paul River bridge 
linking Lofa and Bong counties. Now the two faction 
leaders, who are both members of the State Council, 
have signed an agreement, creating a corridor for a safe 
passage to Lofa County. [passage omitted] 


Well, there are those who might say that if this disar- 
mament and demobilization of the armed faction fight- 
ers had gone according to schedule, such an agreement 
would have been unnecessary, but of course, it has not. 
The latest start day for the operation was today, 1 De- 
cember, but once again it has been put off. On the line to 
Monrovia, Tom Porteous asked J. T. Richardson, chair- 
man of the Transitional Government’s Disarmament and 
Demobilization Committee, why another delay: 


[Begin recording) [Richardson] Everything had to be 
put in place before disarmament and demobilization be- 
gan. One, of course, was the deployment of ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group]. ECOMOG has not been able 
to get the necessary resources and funds to facilitate 
this deployment. Secondly, government policy for dis- 
armament and demobilization is based on the immediate 
reintegration of ex-combatants. Many of these children 
have to go to school, some have to go to work in the 
private sector, in concessions, or with government, and 
lacking the resources to get this infrastructure in place 
has delayed, OK, our beginning disarmament, because 
we do not want to just have thousands of disarmed peo- 
ple who would lead to a social problem. 


[Porteous] So, where are you hoping that these resources 
are going to come from? 


[Richardson] There had been considerable assurance 
on the part of the international community that they 
were standing in readiness to assist our transitional 
government and to assist ECOMOG, and unfortunately 
this has not been forthcoming. 


{Porteous} When you go and talk to representatives 
of the donors in Monrovia and, indeed, with the UN 
which is supposed to be helping to coordinate the 
demobilization process, what king of reaction do you 
get to yow complaints about lack of resources? 


[Richardson] Well, I think part of the problem the 
representatives on the ground have is they are stuck 
with an obsolete mandate to continue emergency relief 
services as though there is no government and there 
is some no war no peace. What we have now is a 
government in place and there is a cease-fire that has 
held for over a year — I would like to mention — and 
so, they need to revise their mandate to improve and 
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enhance this government’s capacity to undertake and 
fulfill its mandate. 


[Porteous] So, just where are we at this stage? I mean 
do we have assembly sites set up, do we have plans 
for the supply of all the food and clothing and so forth 
that is required at these assembly sites for soldiers to be 
demobilized? 


[Richardson] No, we do not have those things and we do 
not see those things forthcoming. Hence, we have had 
to revise our objectives and plans, as I said, to facilitate 
the immediate reintegration of the combatants. So, the 
need to assemble and encamp for long periods of time 
that becomes a very experience program, OK, has been 
rejected. 


[Porteous] Would you agree that this demobilization 
process is really the key to a lasting peace in Liberia, and 
if the demobilization does not get off the ground quite 
soon, then the wiole peace agreement could simply 
collapse? 


[Richardson] I think this is the message we are trying 
to get out there that we cannot allow lack of interest 
or disappointment to set in this process. There was a 
lot of momentum with the seating of this government, 
a lot of it is still around, the commitment on the part 
of the leadership of the factions and on the combatants 
continues to exist, and I think we must capitalize on 
this. [end recording] 


Nigeria 
Government Increases Security Around Aso Rock 


ABO] 12152595 Lagos TELL in English 4 Dec 95 
p 8-12 


[Article by Aminu Tijani: "Aso Rock Jitters, Abacha and 
His Generals are Forced To Embrace the Cold Reality 
That They are Engaged in a Fight With the Rest of the 
World They Cannot Win") 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Perhaps, if the Abacha junta 
had the slightest inkling that executing Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other Ogoni activists would be tantamount 
to committing political harakiri, as the avalanche of 
international condemnation of the junta in the wake 
of the dastardly act has shown, the junta would have 
avoided such a costly misadventure. Just like a common 
adage among the Yoruba-speaking people of South- 
West of Nigeria says: The child who says his mother 
will not sleep (at night) will himself be denied sleep, 
the Abacita junta seems to have finally murdered sleep 
by the infamous hangings on Friday, November 10. 


By last week, the tension created in Aso Rock by the 
international outrage, sanctions and threat of further 
sanctions, over the callous act has snowballed into 
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palpable fear. But by far, the threat to freeze the 
personal assets of kleptocratic military officers caused 
the greatest stampede among the military brasshat. 
Sources say frontmen and bank managers have invaded 
Europe in the last two weeks in a bid to relocate the 
often bulging accounts of these military officers to sae 
haven. 


That the ruling junta is openly jittery about the local 
and especially world reaction to the killings is much 
evident in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, and Port 
Harcout, the gateway to Ogoniland in Rivers State. The 
Situation in these areas was illustrated by the ubiquitous 
presence of fierce-looking soldiers in full combat gear 
complemented by mobile policemen and hordes of other 
security agents that have invaded border towns nation- 
wide like a swarm of locusts. The grim picture in Abuja 
nowadays is that no one leaves or enters the city either 
by air or by road without being subjected to a thorough 
search. At the airport, the long stretch of kilometres of 
roads to the federal capital city itself, as well as all exit 
points in the city especially at the city gate are manned 
by fully-armed security men who demand to see the 
content of the boots of vehicles [trunks of cars] entering 
and leaving the city. 


The current unprecedented security surveillance, TELL 
learnt, is part of an elaborate plan by the Abacha 
junta to wade off public outcry and anti-government 
demonstrations against the junta’s handling of the Saro- 
Wiwa and other Ogonis’ case. The watertight security, 
according to a very reliable source is to nip in the bud 
any threat to "shoot" down the government. 


Inside the fortress of Aso Rock itself, security has 
been stepped up with two new heavily-manned security 
points mounted on the lonely road to the seat of power. 
Visitors now undergo rigorous security clearance at 
several security checkpoints which sprang up overnight 
in front of Oladipo Diya, Chief of General Staffs, 
Official residence. A few yards away, precisely less than 
100 meters from this point, another security point awaits 
any visitor. Here, the visitor is frisked with electronic 
detectors. If the visitor is lucky to get a wave on, he 
may not be so lucky [a] few metres away from this 
second point. At this third checkpoint are combat-ready 
soldiers with bloodshot eyes and razorblade whiskers, 
all of Northern extraction and assisted by several 
walkie-talkie-brandishing State Security Service, SSS, 
operatives. At this point, the biblical injunction that "it 
will be easier for camel to pass through the eye of 
the needle" holds sway. First, the manifest is double- 
checked to confirm the name of the visitor. Then he 
is subjected to an unannounced psychological test by 
being kept unattended to for a very long time, perhaps, 
to ascertain the actual reason(s) of visit and/or test the 
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elasticity of the visitor’s patience. When the nod to 
proceed further is finally given, at this third checkpoint, 
the visitor now comes face-face with the main gate 
to Aso Rock. This main gate opens to an even more 
inquisitive security operatives. In all, the visitor will be 
ransacked and drilled in about five points before getting 
to the main gate of Aso Rock. And nobody is spared 
in this new security arrangement no matter how highly 
placed. 


The situation in Port Harcout, the real theatre of the 
brutal killings, is not any better. Right from the Port 
Harcout International Airport the strong arm of the junta 
is noticeable. Armed soldiers and mobile policemen are 
on guard either on the tarmac or at strategic points 
of the Arrival and Departure Halls of the airport. At 
the junction of the Port Harcourt-Owerri highway and 
the almost one-kilometre road leading to the airport 
itself, a detachment of stern-looking mobile policemen 
search all vehicles and their passengers heading for 
the city. On the outskirt of the city, along Aba-Port 
Harcourt Expressway, a large detachment of policemen 
frisk passengers and in fact, check personal effects to 
ensure that no one takes arms to Port Harcourt with 
the intent of causing trouble there. In the city itself, 
security men in their hundreds — many in mufti — 
police everywhere and everyone, every precinct, every 
place. 


Outside Port Harcourt, in the rest of the riverine state 
(of Rivers) where oil production is carried out, soldiers 
and policemen keep eagle eyes on key oil installations, 
particularly the two refineries and important flow sta- 
tions. The impression the state gives is that of a country 
under foreign occupation, an impression which it shares 
with other oil-producing states, particularly Delta. Like 
Rivers, the oil-producing states are the homes of minor- 
ity peoples like the Ogonis. The junta fears correctly, 
that the entire Niger Delta is Ogoni writ large. 


TELL learnt that the junta’s fear of sabotage by the oil- 
producing communities is the reason for the deployment 
of the troops to oil installations. Everywhere they are 
deployed, there is a preponderance of Northern elements 
wrinkling of Yoruba and Igbo officers all of 
foreign to the areas they have been deployed 
to pacily. Though there is an uneasy calm everywhere in 
the whole of the Niger Delta, the junta realizes that the 
situation is very volatile and given to a possible eruption 
without notice. This is more bothersome to Abuja as the 
production of oil, the mainstay of those in government 
and for the country, may be disrupted. 


The panicky reactions of the junta so far clearly indicate 
that it is suffering a severe case of the jitters. TELL 
learnt last week that the junta may have clandestinely 
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begun a systematic disarming of all military formations 
in the North, especially those close to Abuja including 
the 1 Mechanised Division with headquarters in Kaduna. 
It is believed that more than 80 per cent of the armoury 
of the 1 Mechanised Division has been transferred 
to a secret bunker somewhere in Abuja, while the 
leftover was moved to a secret location in Gashua. 
The plan, according to sources very close to the army 
headquarters, is to remove arms and ammunition from 
the precincts of any ambitious officer. The disarming 
order, sources say, also include a cleansing exercise 
that will not allow a large chunk of arms to be kept 
in any military formation in the North. The overall plan 
is to gradually take away loose ammunition from the 
reach of the rank and file to forestall their joining forces 
with apparently restless senior army offices to attempt 
to overthrow the Abacha junta. 


For now, directors of the Directorate of Military In- 
telligence, DMI, are going from barrack to barrack to 
canvass for the understanding of troops in this “trying 
period”. Also, annual leave of serving members of the 
armed forces may have been suspended while border 
patrols have been intensified as part of the panic mea- 
sures by the junta to forestall any showdown. 


Last week Monday [20 November], Abacha held a 
caucus meeting with Diya, General Jeremiah Useni, 
Brigadier Bashir Margashi, head of the Brigade of 
Guards, Brigadier Patrick Aziza, General Officer Com- 
manding 2 Mechanised Division, Ibadan, Major Gen- 
eral Ibrahim Gumel, Security Adviser to the head of 
the junta, Brigadier-General Ahmed Abdullahi, Gen- 
eral Officer Commanding, GOC, 1 Mechanised Divi- 
sion Kaduna. The meeting which preceded the meeting 
of the National Executive Council, that started at noon 
on the same day, was also attended by two strategic state 
administrators of the rank of colonel. The caucus meet- 
ing was to discuss strategies to be employed to douse 
the raging diplomatic war without losing face, as well 
as calm frayed nerves in the military and Nigeria as a 
whole. It was at this caucus meeting that Abacha was 
told pointblank to reach out to those who could be use- 
ful in persuading the international community to soften 
their stand on the lingering crisis. They also told him 
that it would be foolhardy for the junta to attempt to go it 
alone as no nation could operate in a vacuum. Meaning 
that the nation cannot carry through its tough posturing 
— especially more so far Nigeria with a mono-cultural 
economy that is deeply depressed. 


The issues agreed upon at this caucus meeting later 
formed the agenda of subsequent meetings of the Na- 
tional Executive Council as well as the joint PRC and 
Council of State’s meeting. But the greater light on 
the true situation and what Nigeria stood to lose if the 
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situation is allowed to continue was provided by Al- 
haji Abubakar Alhaji, Nigeria’s High Commissioner to 
Britain, and Ambassador Zubair Kazaure, who attended 
both meetings. Both of them dissected the full implica- 
tion of the existing sanctions and other sanctions yet to 
come on Nigeria. At this juncture, commonsense was 
brought to play as it was unanimously agreed that the 
junta must immediately embark on fence-mending mis- 
sion as a way out of the diplomatic row. At the be- 
ginning of the crisis, Abacha had met with all security 
heads within Aso Rock. The meeting, TELL learnt, cen- 
tred on keeping all officers in the Villa under check and 
surveillance. 


Since the clampdown by the Commonwealth, reports 
say, Abacha has maintained a low profile in Aso Rock 
while his trusted aides have been visiting marabouts and 
soothsayers spread all over the country to solicit their 
assistance in offering special prayers (ISTHARA) for 
the protection of the strongman of Aso Rock. Except 
for the brief visit to Zuru, Sokoto State, a fortnight ago, 
to condole the people over the death of their emir, the 
head of the junta has virtually restricted himself to the 
Villa, while the number of "pilgrims" to the seat of 
power has been pegged. 


Sources say the junta has been trying frantically to re- 
cover from the initial slumber to which it slumped in 
the wake of local and international condemnations of 
the brutal killings when, instead of a concerted govern- 
mental response, babel of voices mostly of sycophants 
and myopic officials took the centre stage. The head of 
the junta is believed to be making frenetic moves at both 
the local and international arena to curtail the damage 
dene to its image by the spontaneous uproar over the 
senseless executions. Unconfirmed reports say that the 
junta is estimating that it may need to spend 50 mil- 
lion dollars or more to make a meaningful campaign to 
whitewash its soiled and battered image. 


On the local scene, Wada Nas, the minister for special 
duties, and one of the junta’s lightening rods, has 
been mobilising support for the junta. Two weeks 
ago, he visited Sokoto ostensibly to perform a public 
function relating to the Ministry of Agriculture. His 
main mission, however, was to meet with Ibrahim 
Dasuki, the Sultan of Sokoto and supreme head of 
Muslim community in Northern Nigeria. Dasuki, who 
hitherto had been at odds with the junta since Abacha 
seized power from the illegal contraption of Ernest 
Shonekan’s Interim National Government, ING, has 
once again come to the forefront of national politics 
because Abacha is desperately looking for credible 
people to bail him out of the present quagmire. Though 
Abacha had maintained a rigour of checkmating Dasuki, 
in the light of strong opposition closing in from many 
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quarters, especially the hitherto complacent international 
community, the dictator may have realised that making 
it up witn Dasuki (for now) may be in the best interest 
of the junta. 


Sources close to Aso Rock said Nas discussed with 
Dasuki for several hours over his sour relationship with 
the junta. Finally, he solicited for the help of Dasuki 
in mobilising the support of traditional rulers to show 
that Nigerians support the junta at this critical period. 
Dasuki was said to have complained about his lingering 
problems with Abacha, the hostility against Sambo, his 
son, and his persistent snubbing by Aso Rock. 


Last week, the junta followed up the wooing of Dasuki 
with the visit of Gidado Idris, the acting secretary 
to the government, SGF, and Ibrahim Coomasie, the 
Inspector-General of Police, to the Sokoto palace. The 
twosome also brought a message of friendship to the 
Sultan. Other willing stooges among the traditional 
rulers, like Okunade Sijuwade, Ooni of Ife, Ado Bayero, 
Emir of Kano, were also contacted to rally round 
other rulers. Wednesday, last week, the behind-the- 
scene manoeuvres to woo traditional rulers paid off as 
almost all prominent traditional rulers from the length 
and breadth of the country were hurriedly assembled in 
Abuja to listen to a long sermon delivered by Abacha. 
The aim was to win the traditional rulers to the side 
of the junta. At the end of the boring session, nothing 
new was discussed except for a recycle of the numerous 
excuses the head of the junta has been offering for 
the "judicial murder" of Ken and his kinsmen. It was 
then followed by the usual propaganda about attempts 
to destabilise the country and all that. Finally, a 33- 
member committee was set up to advise the junta on 
what to do next. 


What this simply means is that the junta has no 
proper grasp of the dynamics of international diplomacy. 
Put succinctly, the foreign policy of Abacha betrays 
ignorance of the nature of international diplomacy. 
Traditional rulers are custodians of tradition in the first 
place and although some of them are well-educated 
and exposed in commerce, it is not only absurd but 
ridiculous for any of them to dabble into the realm 
of international diplomacy which the present situation 
requires. While many countries are appointing capable 
hands in the realm of international affairs to manage 
their foreign relations, Nigeria has now settled for 
“horse-tall diplomacy” of traditional rulers. 


Abacha was also said to have had discussions with for- 
mer military head of state, General Yakubu Gowon, who 
was toppled in the coup of July 29, 1975. Incidentally, 
the main reason why Gowon was toppled was because 
he flagrantly reneged on his promise to hand over power 
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to a democratically elected government in 1976. Appar- 
ently now, General Ibrahim Babangida, who annulled 
the June 12, 1993, presidential election won by Mos- 
hood Abiola, may have improved on Gowon’s notori- 
ous record. Abacha, who has been struggling against 
the odds to sustain the annulment, wanted Gowon’s ad- 
vise on riding the present storm. Abacha wanted Gowon 
to help him explain the position of the junta to Britain 
and other European Union countries. Shonekan, said a 
competent source, may also have been given such an 
assignme~t. Though there is visa restrictions on sup- 
porters of the junta by the EU countries, both Gowon 
and Shonekan are said to have such clouts that Aso 
Rock believes they cannot be denied visa to enter any 
European Cou. 'y. 


During his audience with the head of the junta, Gowon 
was said to have objected to the execution of Saro- 
Wiwa, the world renowned environmentalist, writer and 
human rights campaigner. He reminded the dictator that 
Saro-Wiwa was the administrator of Bonny and later 
Port Harcourt during the civil war when Abacha was 
an unknown quantity in Nigerian politics. He said it 
would have served Nigeria’s interest better if the great 
Ogoni nationalist had been spared. With his death, 
Gowon said, the process of reconciliation would be 
made more difficult in Ogeniland. Abacha was said to 
have explained that he acted on the basis of information 
from security agencies showing that Saro-Wiwa was the 
principal saboteur of Nigeria’s oil industry. 


Apart from using Dasuki, Gowon, Shonekan and other 
fair-weather ambassadors, the junta is also intent on 
taking certain decisions to douse the conflagration of 
criticism against it. Already, Abacha is reported to 
have pledged to both Gowon and Shonekan, and by 
extension, the Western powers, that he is no longer 
interested in executing more of his opponents. He 
Claimed the Ogoni execution would be the last. 


Meanwhile, the junta may have commenced a nation- 
wide reconcilliatory move, and emissaries have been 
sent out to enlist the support of influential men in the 
society. According to this plan, the junta has ordered the 
immediate disbursement of a collosal sum of money to 
carry the project through. For the purpose of this project, 
the nation has been divided into zones. In each zone, a 
prominent traditional ruler and member of the recently 
constituted Joint Consultative Committee will act as the 
linkman. 


But the junta’s immediate concern is how to defuse the 
wrath of the international community. Sources say the 
junta may speed up the process of constituting a new 
National Electoral Commission of Nigeria, NECON, to 
dramatise to the world that it is serious and committed 
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to its "transition" to democracy. It is almost certain, ac- 
cording to feelers from Aso Rock, that the junta could 
release some of the scores of political prisoners it is 
holding. Those who may soon breathe the air of freedom 
include Frank Ovie-Kokori, the secretary of NUPENG, 
the powerful oil workers union, Ayo Opadokun, secre- 
tary of the National Democratic Coalition, NADECO, 
and Ademola Adeniji-Adele, Abiola’s top supporter in 
Lagos and ousted elected chairman of the Lagos Island 
local government. 


The junta is also shopping for credible Nigerians from 
the South-West who can help it launder its image abroad 
because of its belief that such people may be more 
acceptable than Northerners outside the shores of the 
land. Some top members of the junta are said to be 
regretting the fact that Olusegun Obasanjo, the only 
military ruler to have voluntarily relinquised power to 
civilians till date, and a man with some international 
clout, is unfortunately behind bars at a time his services 
are most needed. 


Generally, Abacha is said to be having nightmares about 
international hostility to his junta. Sources said last week 
that in spite of the outward display of bellicosity, the 
dictator is reaching out on telephone to some notable 
African leaders to explain why he sanctioned the execu- 
tion of Saro-Wiwa and his co-nationalists. They added 
that instructions had already been given by the appro- 
priate quarters to wage a counter-offensive through the 
foreign media. Soon, the junta will start placing paid 
advertisements in major newspapers of the world, espe- 
cially in countries that are considered to be hostile to 
Nigeria. Therefore, many newspapers and magazines in 
these countries are expected to benefit from the wind- 
fall from this advertisement binge. The likely coun- 
tries include Zimbabwe, South Africa, United States, 
the United Kingdom, France, Germany and other key 
European nations. 


Similarly, Nigeria’s missions abroad have been in- 
structed to organise counter-demonstrations to blunt the 
offensive of NADECO and their supporters in exile. 
Sources say the regime is contemplating hiring crowds 
in London, New York and Washington DC to demon- 
Strate in its support. The problem, however, is the 
amount of money that may be wasted in the exer- 
cise. For example, each participant in a rented crowd 
in Washington could demand a minimum of 100 dol- 
lars (N8,500) before joining such a rabble. Reports also 
said the junta may settle for more foreign public rela- 
lions firms to launder its image at a staggering cost of 
more than 50 million dollars to the taxpayers of this 
country. The implication of this is that the junta’s prior- 
ity is outright wastefulness of available but limited na- 
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tional resources on mundane issues that will only serve 
to perpetuate it in office. 


In the meantime, Abacha continues to blame everybody 
but himself for his junta’s self-inflicted wounds. His 
unguarded tirade against the person of Nelson Mandela, 
the South African president, is considered by many as 
a case of transferred or misplaced aggression. They 
argued that before things got to this sordid dimension, 
Mandela had employed all diplomatic means to get 
Abacha to see reason. Once on his return from a 
Middle East tour, Mandela had stopped-by in Abuja 
for more than six hours to confer with the head of 
the junta and offered suggestions on how to bring the 
rolling political crisis to an end. Not only this, he later 
despatched Desmond Tutu, the Archbishop of Cape 
Town and Nobel peace laureate, as well as Thambo 
Mbeki, South African vice-president, to Abuja. But all 
his entreaties were ignored by Abacha who preferred to 
do things strictly on his own terms. Now that the South 
African president has taken a definitive stand against the 
unrepentant and recalcitrant head of the junta, Aso Rock 
apologists are painting Mandela an ungrateful person. 
Then truth lies in the words of President Arap Moi of 
Kenya, who said: "If you were my friend yesterday and 
today a murderer, you are no longer my friend." 


Besides, Nigeria’s stand on apartheid was the collective 
wish of Nigerians and not that of any ruling clique. 
And this dates back to the Balewa government. Said 
one foreign relations expert last week: "The main thrust 
of the support endorsed by the Nigerian people was 
freedom, democracy and justice exactly what is being 
denied the people of Nigeria today by a tiny cabal 
of selfish, power-drunk men in uniform. If the people 
did not support the struggle for the liberation of South 
Africa, Nigeria or any government in power would 
not have moved against apartheid. So, why the current 
babbling?" 


Those who spoke to TELL last week on the lingering 
diplomatic row expressed deep sadness for the present 
turn of events, Mokwogo Okoye, veteran nationalist, 
said: “Frankly, I don’t feel happy. The limit of terror- 
ism, corruption and government policy — call it intran- 
sigence — has made Nigeria an outcast in the com- 
munity of nations. I listened to Mike Agbamuche and 
Ofonagoro. They tried to argue that special tribunal is 
not peculiar to Nigeria. That in some cases and in some 
countries, you set up special courts. Good! But why the 
precipitate haste to the killing. ..And our chiefs (tra- 
ditional rulers) are cheering leaders. They have been 
degraded to nonentities.” 


Peter Sarpong, a Ghanaian and newly-elected president 
of the Association of Catholic Bishops, who attended a 
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one-week meeting of the Association of Episcopal Con- 
ference of Anglophone West Africa in Enugu recently 
said: “We were shocked at the tragic news. The case of 
the killing of the Ogoni leaders simply highlights the is- 
sues that were raised in our communique dire: ’ly as far 
as right judicial processes are concerned. This is what 
the whole world is talking about. That you don’t try peo- 
ple secretly in special tribunal and hang them overnight 
when there are supposed to be laws and courts in the 
land.” But for Sam Ikoku, “it is a matter of law and or- 
der." According to him, "the law should be allowed to 
take its proper course." Said he: "The first law in gov- 
ernment is order. By the time we get to a stage where 
the government cannot track down criminals, try them 
and if found guilty inflict the approprizic punishment on 
them, there is no more order and iiat is not good. I don’t 
like the comments of the British Prime Minister John 
Mayor, Robert Mugabe... They just want a government 
they can colonise by remote control. That is why they 
shout of clemency, sanctions.” 


Meanwhile, last week’s sponsored carnival tagged 
“mass solidarity rally" in Abuja which was attended 
by contingents of civil servants from all the states of 
the federation recorded a tragic fall-out as 11 of those 
who participated from Adamawa State died in a motor 
accident which occurred at Angwa Nungu village, 
along Akwanga-Jos Road, on their return journey 
home. Reports also said that those who were sponsored 
to Abuja from Sokoto State are now at daggers-drawn 
with their sponsors over allegations that they were 
shortchanged. The rented demonstrators claimed that 
they were each given only N2,000 for three days to 
cover their feeding and accommodation, but they later 
found out that each of them was actually to receive 
N5,000. The junta is believed to have expended more 
than N300 million staging pro-government rallies since 
the outbreak of diplomatic row over the senseless 
killings of Saro-Wiwa and eight others. 


Definitely, Nigerias.:, ray, the whole world, is waiting 
patiently for what becomes of Nigeria after this inter- 
national blitzkrieg and face-off. Time is surely not on 
Nigeria’s side! 


Army Chief of Staff on Saro-Wiwa, Commonwealth 


AB3011224095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2100 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[News conference by Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, 
chief of general staff of the Armed Forces of Nigeria; 
place and date not given — recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The press, indeed, has a crucial 
role to play in educating our people and the world at 
large on the true perspective of the current event in 
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order to enhance our collective efforts at meeting the 
present challenge to our sovereignty and survival as a 
country. You are no doubt aware of the unfortunate 
decision taken by the recent Commonwealth heads 
of government meeting in Auckland, New Zealand to 
suspend Nigeria from the association. 


From all indications, the suspension of Nigeria from the 
Commonwealth was the result of conspiracy hatched 
in certain quarters. This conspiracy was evident even 
from the biased reporting of events about Nigeria in 
influential media which for some considerable length 
of time has persistently tried to portray Nigeria in the 
worst of light. But the world unfortunately has only been 
fed all the time on a tissue of false or grossly distorted 
reports about our country. I do not intend to bother you 
with the details of the grand design to suspend Nigeria 
from the Commonwealth, which started a year ago 
with an attempt to stop the country from participating 
in the Commonwealth conference held in Auckland, 
New Zealand, from 10th to 13th of November 1995. 
I simply want to add that you are fully aware that 
the unfortunate preconference position taken by certain 
powerful members of the Commonwealth, bear the mark 
of the sinister motives of a number of Nongovernmental 
Organizations [NGO]. 


For example, the Commonwealth NGO Forum held in 
Wellington, New Zealand, a few months prior to the 
Auckland summit put up a strong campaign for our ex- 
pulsion from the Commonwealth. Similarly, the Com- 
monwealth Human Rights Initiative circulated biased 
documents last month urging member countries to ex- 
pel Nigeria. We could not help wondering why Nigeria 
should be singled out in such a discriminately manner 
that is out of tune with the Commonwealth ideal of jus- 
tice and fairplay. Besides, the action taken against our 
country portrayed a lack of appreciation of the remark- 
able progress being made by the Federal Government 
in its transition program in the context of the peculiar 
circumstances of this populous and multi-ethnic nation 
of more than 100 million people. 


The trend of events since this administration came to 
office two years ago clearly confirms our resolute com- 
mitment to returning the country to civilian democratic 
rule. We have not reneged on any pledges given in this 
regard. The process had been carried further by the his- 
toric broadcast on 1 October this year by the head of 
state, commander in chief of the Armed Forces, General 
Sani Abacha, announcing a three-year political timetable 
which will terminate with the final disengagement of 
the military and the inauguration of a democratically 
elected government on | October 1998. The Federal 
Government is grateful for the support and understand- 
ing received from broad sections of the nation for our 
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political transition program which has been carefully 
elaborated to take full account of our special circum- 
stances so as to ensure that what eventually emerges is 
a lasting democratic system. We also renew our thanks 
to those members of the international community who 
have made useful suggestions that we intend to take into 
consideration. 


Contrary to what had been falsely propagated abroad, 
Ken Saro-Wiwa was not tried because he was champi- 
oning any environmental cause or the minority rights 
of the Ogonis. Rather, his trial and conviction, along 
with other accomplices, was as a result of their proven 
involvement in the murder of four rival Ogoni leaders, 
who met their unfortunate end because they rejected vi- 
olent methods in achieving their objectives. 


After taking over the leadership of MOSJUP [Moven.ent 
for ‘he Survival of Ogoni People], Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa 
declared the former leaders of the movement and some 
Ogoni elders as vultures. Stigmatizing them as PDG’s 
[managing directors] of various oil companies — the Oil 
Mineral Producing Areas Developing Commission, Om- 
padec — or the Federal Government. Under his leader- 
ship, the MOSOP and MISOP [expansion unknown] or- 
chestrated attacks on those who are identified and made 
no secret of the movement’s intention to eliminate about 
14 or so vultures, in quotes, identified to be located in 
(Gueku) and other parts of (Bukanah). They were listed 
in a publication called, NEWSFLASH, which Mr. Saro- 
Wiwa caused to be widely distributed among the youths. 
To reiterate, it was on May 21, 1994, that persons who 
have been instigated by the Saro-Wiwa group and oth- 
ers descended on the (Benin Nene) Palace, venue of the 
meeting and brutally but selectively murdered the so- 
called vultures present at the meeting. 


It was following the investigation of that murderous 
civil disturbances of May 21, 1994, that the head of 
state, in the exercise of powers conferred on him by 
Section II of the civil disturbances special tribunals 
act [word indistinct] 53 of 1987, constituted into the 
civil disturbances special tribunal — a tribunal of three 
members that included two high court judges from the 
ranki of our judiciary and a lieutenant colonel in the 
Army, a senior officer who is also a criminologist. The 
tribunal sat for over 8 months, found Mr. Saro-Wiwa 
and eight others guilty of the brutal murder of four 
Ogoni leaders, and sentenced them to death accordingly. 
It is to be noted thai the same tribunal discharged and 
acquitted five other persons charged along with Mr. 
Saro-Wiwa. Thus, the attempt to discredit our judicial 
system is most unwarranted and would not succeed. The 
charges of travesty of justice in the trial of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and others are clearly untenable. 
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Ours is definitely not an insensitive administration as 
we loudly demonstrated when we bent to the appeals 
made by the members of the international community 
recently to commute the death sentences passed on the 
coup plotters. Ct course, it should be remembered that 
cases are not always the same and the sad aspect of 
the orchestrated plot to mask the Saro-Wiwa trial as a 
human rights issue is the manner in which the world 
has been led to forget about the same rights to which 
the four murdered Ogoni leaders were also entitled. 


While we might understand why people outside Africa 
who are far removed from the realities prevailing in 
our region have swallowed the deceitful propaganda 
against Nigeria, it is inexplicable that those we regard as 
friends and brothers and with whom we have consulted 
to explain the situation, have chosen to join forces with 
those intent on undermining our international stature. 


It is distressing to observe how President Mandela has 
descended to the point of hauling [as heard] personal 
insults at our head of state and even issuing threats 
aimed at the dismemberment of our country. By his 
utterances, the South African leader is now clearly 
posing a serious threat to African unity. We hope that 
he will quickly retrace his steps from this course. 


Let me add that we find it curious the haste with 
which some countries are imposing sanctions against 
us; particularly intriguing, those that preclude official 
contacts. We doubt the usefulness of such measures 
which clearly will eliminate the possibilities of the 
country in question being able to contribute advice and 
suggestions for advancing the democratization process 
as they profess they want to do. 


In advocating that all hands should be on deck in the 
task to keep in check attempts to isolate our country, I 
cannot fail to draw attention to the role played by the 
local media, perhaps unwittingly as a source of biased 
and inaccurate views disseminated by their international 
counterparts on Nigeria. This observation is not intended 
as an indictment, but simply to sensitize consciousness 
of the need of our media to be alert to our national 
interest. I, therefore, call upon you to report objectively 
and with circumspection on events in our country. It is 
that our country is passing through yet another difficult 
moment. However, we feel confident of the ability of 
the nation to pull through the present obstacles as this 
administration is seriously committed to returning the 
country to democratic rule as scheduled. We are also 
resolved to faithfully implement the political program 
already announced. 


May I take this opportunity therefore to appeal to the 
international community to bear with us in the execution 
of this delicate and onerous task whose realization will 
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be better assured by support and encouragement rather 
than by sanctions directed against Nigeria. 1 thank you 
all for listening. [applause] 


[Announcer] The occasion also afforded the honorable 
minister of foreign affi.zs, Chief Tom Ikimi, the oppor- 
tunity to reflect once again on his and Nigeria’ experi- 
ence at the just concluded conference of the Common- 
wealth in Auckland, New Zealand. 


{Ikimi] After due consideration and investigation and 
recognizing our right as a free sovereign nation to 
participate in the Commonwealth meeting, I did I 
address a press conference here sometime — I believe 
in August — where I stated categorically that Nigeria 
will participate at this year’s CHOGM [(Commonweaith 
Heads of Government Meeting] and will take part in all 
its deliberations responsibly. When we attended the 50th 
anniversary celebration of the United Nations, I had the 
opportunity, at the request of the prime minister of New 
Zealand to meet with him. This is because New Zealand 
had followed the steps taken by British Minister Mrs. 
Linda Chalker. 


[Announcer] Also addressing the media executive was 
the administrator of Rivers State, Lieutenant Colonel 
Dauda Komo. His briefing centered on the Ogoni crisis 
and official efforts at finding an honest solution. 


{Komo] These two ethnic groups, by the way, are 
separated by a big creek — a body of water; 30 to carry 
out any attack, you have to cross that body of water 
and, of course, it is characterized by periods of low tide 
when you can actually cross on foot and then high tide, 
when you need the services of boats. 


Now, on both sides of these ethnic groups, houses, 
schools were destroyed. In fact, it was as a result of that 
conflict that the military was deployed for the first time 
in Ogoni land to provide buffer between the Andonis 
and the Ogoni people. 


Secondly, a committee was set up to negotiate peace 
between the Andonis and the Ogonis under the previous 
civilian governor of the state, Adda George. That 
committee was headed by Professor Claude L. Akeh, 
and of course, you all remember the story, where at 
the signing — the last minute — when the Ogoni 
leaders and Andonis have negotiated this peace accord, 
Ken Saro-Wiwa, who was a party — on one of the 
delegations from the Ogoni side — sneaked away and 
refused to sign the final document of the peace accord, 
which he turned round later to accuse people like the 
late (Badey) who was among the leaders and the persons 
who endorsed and signed that document. 


The second conflict is between the Ogonis and the 
Okrikas. This happened in the waterfronts in Port 
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Harcourt. Again, this, in fact, started the day I resumed 
my duty in the Rivers State and continued even on the 
very day I arrived. 


Naturally, we set up an investigation panel. And at this 
point one lesson we learned was the ability of MOSOP 
to produce names and statistics of nonexistent persons. 
I am giving these details so you can understand with 
whom we are dealing. In that claim they gave us the 
list of 67 Ogonis who were believed to have been killed 
by the Okrikas and that they were not buried but their 
stomachs were open and dumped into the creeks so 
that they could not float and therefore could not be 
seen. We had to send to Warri to get divers whom 
we now assigned; we asked the MOSOP to bring their 
team, the Okrika people to bring their team, and of 
course, the police, who were investigating on behalf 
of the government to have their teams. We searched 
all the various creeks they were ready to take us to, 
nothing came up. In fact, at that stage, if you can 
remember, gentlemen, Ken Saro-Wiwa, in fact, made 
a press statement thanking government for its efforts in 
trying to asserting the truth of these fictitious 67 people 
whom they gave with names and addresses. But which 
gave you, with most of the instances, with supporting 
documents as anarchy so that it’s not just a question of 
government manufacturing anything. 


[Announcer] It was then time for questions. One of the 
major contributions was on how best the media could 
perform its professional role. It came from the NTA 
executive director of news, Dr. Madume Latifia [video 
shows Latifia asking Diya a question from the audience] 


[Diya] Forty percent if not 50 or 60 percent of the 
problems are contributed by you, because the external 
image stems from the internal image. If your internal 
reporting is accurate, is factual, I do not think the 
external media will have any base or any source of 
whatever they write. So, I think this meeting we are 
having this afternoon is very very apt. Now, just taking 
the points raised one by one, the one I have taken note 
of, and it is also an offense that is they should on their 
own find out exactly what is happening and in it that 
the subject to confirmation by the Provisional Ruling 
Council [sentence as heard]. And if anybody knows 
where these 30 days is written in any law, let him 
come out with it. The judicial adviser is here. In fact 
Dr. (Yadudu) can throw more light on this. [video cuts 
to (Yadudu) sitting at the side of the briefers’ table] 


[(Yadudu)] But you've said it all [words indistinct]. 


[Diya] We will continue to explain to all our friends. 
At the end of the day, you know, some rational people 
will call Mandela to order and advise him to stop that 
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course of action and stop personifying the issue. So we 
will approach that course of action. 


So ladies and gentlemen, on that note I want to really 
thank you very, very much. I hope, as I am promising 
that from now, we will be meeting you from time 
to time. But I want to add a small condition to that, 
that it will depend on the outcome of this meeting 
(laughter). If tomorrow and the day after tomorrow we 
Start reading things that are positive—we are not saying 
we should support government—but at least, let the facts 
be published, the implications of the recent event for 
both our external relations and our domestic program 
have therefore remained of primary concern to us. As 
a Strategy for managing situation, we tend to tap the 
collective wisdom of the nation as is being presently 
tapped. Thus, the issues at stake have been deliberated 
upon in various organs of government, namely, the 
Federal Executive Council, the Council of State, the 
Provisional Ruling Council, and in fact, our traditional 
rulers ad elders of our community, and now, with you, 
distinguished members of the press. In recognition of the 
need to involve the generality of the people in tackling 
the present threat to the nation, government has also held 
consultations with individuals amongst our traditional 
rulers and elders, as I earlier mentioned. 


It is of interest to recall the unanimous vote of confi- 
dence passed by then to the head of state, commander 
in chief of the Armed Forces on the manner he has been 
handling the present situation. Besides, this glowing per- 
sonal tribute, our traditional rulers and elders have also 
pledged their unalloyed support to the federal govern- 
ment. Of course, our natural rulers, leaders of thought, 
and community leaders have always been held in high 
esteem by government for their wealth of experience. 
This is what informed the setting up of a national com- 
mittee drawn from this body of eminent citizens and 
leaders which will be inaugurated on the 29th Novem- 
ber 1995. It will have the mandate to prefer recommen- 
dations which will assist the ongoing efforts of govern- 
ment in dealing with the current external threat to our 
nation. I regret that it has not been possible to meet you 
as frequently as I would have liked to and it is there- 
fore my hope that the present occasion will mark a new 
depariure in interactions between both sides. 


Junior Officers Rebuke Seniors Over Executions 


ABO112203595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT I Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Marginal- 
ized by the international community, the ruling mili- 
tary junta in Nigeria has been multiplying its good- 
will gestures. To this effect, the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council, the ruling body in that country, met yesterday 
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in Abuja and opted for a policy of moderation. From 
Abuja, Tunde Fatunde reports: 


{Begin Fatunde recording] Well-informed sources dis- 
Closed that the majority of the officers vehemently re- 
proached their higher officers for having committed a 
tactical error by ordering the hanging of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, the writer and ecologist, at a time when the 
heads of state of the Commonwealth — a group of for- 
mer British colonies — were meeting in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Following the actions of influential personal- 
ities in the civil society, these young officers advised 
against the continuation of the policy of confrontation 
with Western capitals which are very unhappy about the 
hanging as doing so might further weaken the already 
suffering Nigerian economy. 


In order to avoid the imposition of supplementary eco- 
nomic sanctions being called for by the United States, 
Great Britain, and South Africa, the consultative assem- 
bly unanimously recommended the policy of consulta- 
tions to explain to the international community the po- 
litical and judicial circumstances that underlied the Ken 
Saro-Wiwa affair. According to informed observers, this 
policy of moderation and restraint advocated by these 
young officers, is dictated by their ardent desire to re- 
sume their courses in the numerous military academies 
of the West. These courses were suspended two years 
ago by the West protesting the cancellation of the 12 
June 1993 presidential elections by the Nigerian mili- 
tary junta. [end recording] 


Paper Views EU Sanctions Against Country 


AB0212164395 Lagos TELL in English 4 Dec 95 
pp 14-15 


[Article by Lucky Fiapa and Abraham Useh: "A Shot 
in the Foot") 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] There was fear and tension 
in Aso Rock [seat of government, Abuja] last Monday 
[27 November], in expectation of the outcome of the 
European Union, EU’s, ministerial meeting in Brussels, 
the Belgian capital, which was called to deliberate on 
sanctions to be imposed on Nigeria for the state murder 
of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight of his Ogoni kinsmen. The 
EU’s anticipated embargo on oil, freezing of the assets 
of the junta’s brass hats and their collaborators, as well 
as total travel restrictions on political leaders and their 
families, disturbed Aso Rock greatly. 


However, when the meeting rose last week, the outcome 
turned out to be no more than boxing the junta with 
kid gloves, an exercise that was laced with national 
interest of the 15-member nations of the EU. It was, 
therefore, a relieved General Sani Abacha, head of the 
military junta, that presided over two crucial meetings 
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convened to discuss the sanctions and suspension of 
Nigeria from the Commonwealth of Nations. "I knew 
they (EU) would not do more than that," Abacha was 
said to have boasted to close aides soon after the EU 
spelled out its official position on Nigeria. 


The sanctions, against all expectations, only consisted 
of an arms embargo, visa restrictions on top military 
officers, government officials and their relations as 
well as withdrawal of aid for development. Not many 
people see the measure as capable of swaying the 
military dictator unto a path of democracy, and human 
rights now. For the EU to have acted along lines of 
his expectation, some say, could even harden him to 
greater viciousness in what may be his response to 
local opposition and criticism. Apart from this, the EU's 
sanctions were silent on what would become of the arms 
contracts earlier signed by Nigeria and the member- 
states of the Union. Some reports had it that unless 
the sanctions covered this aspect such existing bilateral 
arms contracts are enough for Nigeria’s needs for at 
least half a decade. Fred Chijuka, a brigadier-general 
and the junta’s spokesman, last Tuesday literally made a 
mockery of the sanctions and those who imposed them. 
Apart from daring the Western nations to declare the 
assets of military officers in their countries, Chijuka 
declared that the arms embargo was nothing more than 
a Slap on the wrist. According to him, if Nigeria was 
desperately in need of arms, local and international arms 
merchants would jump at the opportunity now being 
missed by the EU. 


Many an EU official, too, did not lose sight of how 
ineffective the sanctions could be. Lena Hjelm-Wallen, 
Sweden’s foreign minister, and his German counterpart 
who were not happy with the outcome of the EU’s 
meeting, said: "We are not Satisfied..What Nigeria 
has done is so disgusting." Malcolm Rifkind, Britain’s 
foreign minister, however explained that the issue is 
not closed yet. In fact, the EU is expected to meet in 
a month’s time to review the impact of the sanctions. 
Rifkind said there is still the possibility of an oil 
embargo. He explained that why the oil issue failed to 
sail through was to make room for a more concerted 
UN action which, to him, would be more effective. 
But the UN option, many say, looks like a tall dream. 
With China, one of the permanent members of the UN 
Security Council, already on the side of Abacha, getting 
a sanction vote against Nigeria might not be easy. 


Be that as it may, last week's sanctions, limited as 
they are, may yet have deep, telling effects. The EU, 
under the European Development Fund, currently fi- 
nances projects in excess of N [naira] 20 billion across 
the country. The list includes the N7 billion oil palm 
belt development programme; the N3.6 billion North- 
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East arid zone development programme alcngside the 
Mambilla Tea and Irrigation scheme; the N1.2 bil- 
lion libraries programmes and the N1.8 billion Oba 
Hills programme. The list also includes a N2 billion 
NITEL [Nigeria Telecommunications Limited] mainte- 
nance, training and research programme; N2.5 billion 
scheme for the development of the Katsina arid zone, 
and another N3.6 billion Middle Belt programme be- 
sides a N218 million pact for the National Planning 
Commission management support unit. 


Apart from this, the EU, particularly Britain, Germany 
and Belgium, accounts for a total aid of 225 million 
ECU [European Currency Units] ($292 million or 
N24.87 billion) under the Lome III Convention. This 
represents more than 50 percent of a total external aid 
package of $475 million (N40.375 billion) received by 
the country during the period. 


With all of these on hold, development experts see 
the Nigerian economic horizon as gloomy, more so as 
the economy is already overburdened and lacking of a 
serious productive capacity. Last week, in one of the 
meetings summoned by the junta to consider a befitting 
response to the sanctions, one top official of Aso Rock 
said the EU move was a blessing in disguise, arguing 
that if South Africa could survive a decade of global 
diplomatic and economic isolation, Nigeria could very 
well do without Europe’s assistance. 


That was one dream too tall. Unlike South Africa that 
had a superb infrastructure, a well-trained and disci- 
plined Armed Force (the famous South African Defence 
Force) and a strong military-industrial complex, Nige- 
ria’s economy is comatose, operating at some 25 percent 
of its industrial capacity. Even if it were to operate at 
full capacity, that capacity is more than a decade out- 


Besides this, crippled by an external debt put conserva- 
tively at $32 billion and emasculated by a plundering of 
its resources — much of it perpetrated by the military 
— estimated at some $70 billion (which, ironically, is 
stashed away in Western banks), the country is an out- 
right abject case. At the moment, the Abacha regime 
still pursues with much vigour an IMF/World Bank fa- 
cility running into some billions of dollars in additicu 
to a diplomatic offensive (styled ‘economic diplomacy’ 
in Aso Rock’s newspeak) aimed at either writing off or 
rescheduling some of the nations’s external debts. The 
thrust of this economic diplomacy is only too clear. With 
some 40 percent of the country’s budget committed to 
debt servicing, there is but little hope for economic re- 
covery amid the obvious stifling economic environment. 


The environment has indeed been much stifling long 
before Europe voted to punish the country. In the last 
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few years, many multinationals operating in the country 
have been divesting in the face of dwindling returns. 
With the roiling political crisis into which Nigeria 
has been thrown since 1993, the form books have 
consistently rated the Nigerian business environment 
as most unfriendly for investment, a developmen. that 
has been further complicated by the junta’s inexplicable 
policy somersaults. At first, in 1994, the junta pitched 
tents with advocates of economic regulation. This year, 
it made a U-turn, endorsing de-regulation, and before 
the business community could make out the official 
mind of the junta, Aso Rock proclaimed it was going 
to reacquire the nation’s already privatised four biggest 
banks. 


Now to cope with the tottering economy, much inflow of 
foreign capital is needed. This could either be done by 
new investment or the bail-out by either the IMF/World 
Bank group and the aid of the same Western nations. No 
doubt, with its tango with the EU, Abacha’s Aso Rock 
has shot itself in both feet. And the new sanctions, yet 
to run their full course, could mean nothing but trouble 
for the strongman of Abuja. As it is,Abacha knows this 
as much as his EU adversaries. 


Army Chief Urges Self-Reliance in Arms 
Production 


AB0212184495 Kaduna Racio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 2 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chief of general staff, 
Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, has urged Nigerian 
industrialists to contribute toward making the country 
self-reliant in defense equipment and material produc- 
tion. He made the appeal yesterday in Kaduna at the 
closing of this year’s chiefs of naval staff annual con- 
ference. 


Gen. Diya said that the participation of industrialists 
in such areas would transform the nation’s military 
complexes into viable industries. He expressed the 
determination of the Federal Government to encourage 
the development of the facilities essential to make 
the country self-reliant in critical areas of national 
development. He hoped that participation of experts 
from various sectors of the economy and professionals 
from the Navy would contribute to the development of 
the country. 


Lagos Reportedly Hit by Fuel Shortages 


AB0312164795 Paris AFP in English 
1509 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 3 Dec (AFP) — Nige- 
rian motorists suffered a third day of scarce or irregular 
fuel supplies Sunday [3 December] as several service 
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stations closed down for lack of fuel stocks. Officials of 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Company declined to 
comment on the cause of the shortages which last week 
they said were due to a breakdown at a Lagos pumping 
Station. 


On Friday the head of a leading fuel distributing 
company told AFP the situation had been caused by 
technical problems at refineries in the south of the 
country which meant they were operating at only 60 
percent of normal capacity. "Once the refineries are 
functioning normally again, it will take several days for 
fuel supplies in Lagos to get back to normal again," the 
Official said. 


The independent dailies PUNCH and THIS DAY sug- 
gested Sunday that the fuel shortages had been deliber- 
ately provoked in order to prepare the public for a rise 
in prices. A price rise of almost 400 percent in late 1994 
sparked a wave of trade union protests. 


Shortages last Monday and Tuesday set off a rush 
by motorists at several service stations. The situation 
returned to normal on Wednesday, but further shortages 
were reported on Friday. 


Government Fuel Sold to Commercial Vehicles 


ABO1 12085495 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT I Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Osun State administrator, 
Navy Commander Anthony Udofia, has ordered the sale 
of fuel in government stock to commercial vehicles. The 
vehicles were randomly picked at filling stations during 
an inspection tour by the administrator. He directed the 
vehicle operators to ensure smooth operation and to 
keep strictly to the normal fares. 


The administrator was informed at the filling stations 
by dealers that they have not received supplies for 
several days from depots at Ore, Ilorin, and Ibadan. 
Addressing motorists at the filling station in Oshogbo, 
the administrator said that efforts were being made to 
reach the fuel depots in neighboring states with a view 
to seeking assistance to lift fuel for the state. 


Petroleum Official Explains Fuel Situation 


AB0112095495 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT I Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The fuel shortage in parts 
of the country has eased. However, there are some 
areas where queues still persist. The general manager, 
Group Public Affairs of the Nigerian National petroleum 
Corporation, Mr. Edem Duke offers this explanation: 


{Begin Duke recording) [Words indistinct] we, on 
behalf of the NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum 
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Corporation], issued a statement assuring members of 
the public that within 48 hours the difficulty in the 
distribution of petrol, especially in the Lagos area 
and its environs, would be (?solved). I think one can 
confidently restate that that situation is now in place. 
From our own end, all our electrical and mechanical 
problems at our Atlasco depot have been completely 
taken care of. We have resumed optimal pumping of 
products. We are receiving into our tanks and the 
situation in the Lagos area is under control. 


We have reports that there are problems in Ibadan 
area and its environs. It is therefore necessary for 
us to inform consumers of our products in that area 
that because of the activities of our PPMC [Petroleum 
Products Marketing Company] in the last several hours, 
by tomorrow morning, there will be more products at 
the Ibadan depot than can be loaded by all the tankers in 
that area. Our depots at Atlasco, at Maxime, at Ibadan 
are perfectly in order. The products are in abundant 
supply at this point. We would therefore like to call 
on marketers to please send as many tankers as they 
possibly can to our Satellite [Town] depot tomorrow, 
and to the Ibadan depot. 


We would also like to seize this opportunity to say 
to some marketers and those of us in the distribution 
chain that in view of the very sensitive situation in our 
country today, it will be expected of ell of us, as patriotic 
citizens, not to aggravate the situation by creating an 
artificial scarcity, especially at this time of the year. 
[end recording] 


Railroad Company Concludes Agreement With 
China 


AB2711145095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 25 Nov 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Nigerian Railway Cor- 
poration has entered into a joint technical agreement 
with the Chinese Government towards revitalizing its 
services and facilities. The sole administrator, Mr. Greg 
Ihikue, stated this in Jos at the inauguration of the Jos- 
Port Harcourt-Jos transit express train. He explained 
that the Chinese Government would provide technical 
support in terms of reaciivating coaches, wagons, rail 
tracks, and providing spare parts while the Federal Gov- 
ernment would ensure China of continued patronage. 
He disclosed that about 44 locomotive trains and wag- 
ons were being released by the corporation to meet the 
demands of the public. [passage omitted] 
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Sierra Leone 
Troops Reclaim Highway From Rebels; 30 Killed 


AB0212185695 Paris AFP in English 
1612 GMT 2 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, 2 Dec (AFP) — 
Troops on Saturday [2 December] reopened a strategic 
highway to the south of Sierra Leone after fighting that 
left more than 30 rebels dead, military sources said. 
The highway, which runs south from Mile 91, 110 
kilometers (65 miles) east of Freetown, was reclaimed 
by a detachment of Sierra Leone and Nigerian soldiers, 
the sources said. 


The route had been the scene a week earlier of an attack 
on a military patrol by rebels from the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF), which has been fighting a civil 
war since March 1991 that has left more than 10,000 
dead. One driver was killed in that incident, while two 
Nigerian soldiers were wounded and a third left missing. 


Reporters in the area said the fight to take back the road 
began early Friday and lasted about 30 hours. Casualties 
on the government side were described as light, and 
traffic appeared to be normal Saturday. 


On Friday, Finance Minister John Karimu called the 
war a "national catastrophe" for this diamond-rich 
nation, now one of the poorest in the world. In the 
first 10 months of the year, he said, Sierra Leone 
exported less than 188,000 carats in diamonds worth 19 
million dollars, compared with more than 308,000 carats 
worth 30 million dollars in 1992. Military spending, 
meanwhile, soared from 10 billion leone (12 million 
dollars) in fiscal 1992-93 to 18.2 billion leone (23 
million dollars) in 1994-95, he said. 


The RUF says it is fighting to restore democracy in 
Sierra Leone, where the military took power in an April 
1992 coup. 


RUF Said To Acquire Arms From Burkina Faso 


AB0312202595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 3 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A delegation from Sierra 
Leone’s RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebel move- 
ment is reported to be holding talks this weekend with 
Officials from the Organization of African Unity, but 
it is only a preparatory meeting. The NPRC [National 
Provisional Ruling Council] government is not there, 
and in fact, if a government-owned newspaper is to be 
believed, the rebels are planning to step up their activ- 
ity in eastern Sierra Leone with a bit of help from a 
neighboring country. Our Freetown correspondent, Vic- 
tor Sylver, telexed this report: 
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The government-owned newspaper, the DAILY MAIL, 
has been given what it calls an exclusive story concern- 
ing plans by the RUF rebels to have arms and ammu- 
nition dropped into Sierra Leone from Burkina Faso. 
According to the newspaper, a chief, who recently es- 
caped from rebel clutches, Jonathan Sama, said that he 
was present when Foday Sankoh and others held an im- 
portant meeting at Sankoh’s main base in eastern Sierra 
Leone. He said that at the meeting it was agreed that 
a letter should be sent to the Burkinabe leader, Blaise 
Compaore, seeking his assistance in dropping arms and 
ammunition into Sierra Leone, using a light aircraft. 
Chief Sama reportedly revealed that there have been 
several failed attempts by the rebels to secure an air- 
field for this purpose within Sierra Leone. 


This revelation appears to buttress rumors that light 
planes have been spotted over Sierra Leone on a number 
of occasions. The recent discovery of a landing strip at 
Bwedu in the east also supports the rumors. The area 
was recently taken by government forces, but it has now 
been recaptured by the rebels. 


The involvement of Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast (Cote 
d'Ivoire] in the conflict in Sierra Leone was brought up 
during the recent visit of UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali who told the press here that he would be 
holding discussions on the matter with the leaders of 
the two countries. 


Togo 
Official Announces Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB3011074895 Lome Radio Lome in French 
0600 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[Composition of new cabinet following 29 November 
government reshuffling — read by unidentified govern- 
ment official; recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Following the reshuffle of the 
cabinet headed by the prime minister and (?approved) 
by the president of the Republic today Wednesday 
29 November 1995, Togo’s new executive cabinet is 
composed as follows: 


President of the Republic and 
Head of State 


Prime Minister and Head of 
Government 

Minister of State in charge of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation 

Minister of State in charge of 
Economy and Finance 


Eyadema, Gnassingbe, Gen. 


Kodjo, Edem 


Barque, Barry Moussa 


Dadzie, Elom (Kouami) 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-232 


WEST AFRICA 29 


4 December 1995 
Minister of National Defense Bitokotipou, Gnagninime 
Minister of Interior and Memene, Seyi, Col. 
Security 
Keeper of the Seals and Latevi, Elioth, Lawson 
Minister of Justice 


Minister of Industry, State 
Enterprises, and Development 


Boukpassi, Payadowa 


of the Free Trade Zone 

Minister of Rural Development Felli, Yao Do 
and Rural Water Supply 

Minister in charge of Relations Agbobli, Atsutse 
with the National Assembly 

Minister of Equipment, Mines, Andjo, Tchamdja 


and Energy 


Ministe: of National Education 


Gbikpi Denissan Francois 


and Scientific Research 

Minister of Technical Baba, (Bamono Temele) 
Education and Profession! Stanislas 

Training 

Minister of Planning and Kwassi, Klutse 
Territorial Development 

Minister of Youth and Sports Thou, Kouami, Agbogboli 
Minister of Communication Solitoki, Esso 

and Culture 

Minister of Public Health Amedon, Etse, Jean-Pierre 


Minister of Environmental and 
Tourism 


Singo, Aison 


Minister of Commerce, Prices, 
and Transport 


Appo, Kodjo, Vincent 


Minister of Employment, 
Labor, and Civil Service 


Liwab, Sambiani 


Minister of Women Promotion 
and Social Welfare 


Walla, Tchangai, Kissem, Mrs. 


Minister of Human Rights and 
Rehabilitation 


Dorkenou, Euphrem 


Minister Delegate to the Ayassou, Koffiui, Victor 
Minister of Interior and 
Security, in charge of 
Decentralization 
Opposition Leader Reacts 


AB3011105995 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 30 Nov 95 


[From the "Network Africa" program hosted by Rick 


Wells] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Well, as you have heard in 
the news, the prime minister of Togo, Edem Kodjo, 


has carried out a major government reshuffle that has 
left supporters of President Eyadema ‘n the majority. 
The cabinet, consisting of 21 members, is said to have 
11 ministers close to President Eyadema. Well, the 
Opposition has already reacted to the announcement 
of the reshuffle. On the line now, I have Gilchrist 
Olympio of the Union of Forces for Change of the 
extraparliamentary opposition, who is here in London: 


[Wells] Mr. Olympio, what do you make of this 
reshuffle? 


[Olympio] Well, it is not a surprising development. It 
is not even quite accurate to say Mr. Kodjo has carried 
out a cabinet reshuffle. We can say safely Eyadema has 
carried out a government reshuffle. What is important 
to note is that the three key ministries — Defense, 
Internal Security, and Foreign Ministries — are back 
in the hands of the old guards of the RPT [Rally of 
the Togolese People], which is Mr. Eyadema’s party. 
Therefore, we are back to square one, where we were 
before the national conference. 


[Wells] So, effectively, you are saying that Eyadema is 
back in charge? 


[Olympio} Absolutely. He has always been in charge. 
We have never thought that this cohabitation was a 
reality. We never thought Kodjo’s government ever 
governed. There was always a parallel government in 
Lome II, that is, the residence of the president. It is 
at that place that major decisions are taken. These are 
some of the main reasons why we — probably, the 
largest party in the country — felt a cohabitation with 
a nonelected president and a democratic parliament was 
a non-starter. 


[Wells] But, isn’t that really part of the problem that 
the opposition has always been split, indeed, ever since 
Edem Kodjo was nominated as prime minister? 


[Olympio] To start with, Mr. Kodjo could not really 
be called a member of the opposition. He has always 
had quite cosy relationship with the president. He was 
after all the secretary general of his party, his foreign 
minister, and, at some stage, his minister of finance also. 
Now, regarding the other leaders of opposition, there are 
a lot of fictitious leaders. We had at some stage almost 
70 political parties in a small country of 3.7 million 
people. So, the bulk of the opposition — and I think 
the bulk of the country is looking for change — has not 
been divided. In fact, the bulk of the leaders of the two 
Opposition are in exile at this time. 


[Wells] Like yourself indeed, but Mr. Olympio, from 
your standpoint here in London, [words indistinct] 
saying that Eyadema won't let go. What are [you] going 
to do about it? 
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[Olympio}] Well, we just have to continue the fight. 
We do not think institutions, as they are in place 
now, can function with the state of insecurity that we 
have; with the Army that we have, which is tribal and 
praetorian; and with Mr. Eyadema controlling security 
in the country. So, we will have to tackle the problem 
at his pace, try to find a solution to the problem of 
insecurity and an unbridled Army. 


Second Opposition Official Reacts 


AB3011143495 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 30 Nov 95 


(FBIS Translated Text Excerpt] An important cabinet 
reshuffle was carried out in Lome yesterday by Togolese 
Prime Minister Edem Kodjo, who increased the num- 
ber of cabinet members from 21 to 23. Thirteen new 
ministers have entered the government. No official rea- 
sons have been given for this reshuffle. Yao Agboyibor, 
whose Action Committee for Renewal [CAR] party was 
not represented, reacted to this reshuffle. He was inter- 
viewed on the telephone by Eugene Elomba: 
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{Begin Agboyibor recording] | was dismayed. The 
massive entrance of the barons of the former sole 
ruling party — the Rally of the Togolese People — 
is distressing because we cannot understand how the 
prime minister can accept such a situation, especially 
at a time when he is giving the impression that there 
could be a rapprochement with our party to carry the 
democratic process forward. We have not understood 
why it is at this very moment that he should give in 
to such a pressure from the president of the republic. 
However, we have ample time to discuss this at the 
party level. 


Now, the question we are asking is how the elected 
representatives of his party are going to behave in 
the National Assembly because a few days hence, 
we are going to begin very important debates on 
institutions like the National Electoral Commission, 
the Constitutional Court, etc. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 
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